
The Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research encourages you to attend and learn about the latest in cutting-

edge medical imaging technology and research. Patient groups share the impact of research through their personal stories

and humanize the challenges facing them in the area of disease identification, diagnosis and treatment options. Discover

how the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and other federally-funded research groups help make these innovations possible.

Keynote Speakers:

J. Craig Venter, Ph.D.
Dr. Venter is one of the leading scientists of the 21st century (bio follows). He will speak on transforming healthcare by
combining imaging and data, which identifies disease in its earliest stages, pre-symptomatically, when it is most treatable, thus
using data-driven insight to help keep us all healthier longer.

Marlo Longstreet
Marlo is the Founder and President of the Tanner Project Foundation, begun in memory of her 11-year-old son, Tanner,
who died from a glioblastoma in 2013. The Foundation has funded several research projects for the very early detection of
cancer, the moment disease begins. She’ll share the details of her very personal journey of managing her son’s cancer
and medical imaging’s role his diagnosis, disease progression and treatment (bio follows).

Melissa Kopolow McCall
Melissa, a parent engaged with the Hydrocephalus Association, will speak about when her child was diagnosed with
hydrocephalus as a result of a brain bleed due to premature birth. She will speak about the challenges her family has
faced throughout her daughter’s treatment and how imaging technology has impacted her diagnosis and ongoing
treatment (bio follows).

Discover medical imaging research’s cutting-edge technology!  

The 9th Annual Medical Imaging Technology Showcase 

Tuesday, April 10, 2018

RSVP to: etownley@acadrad.org
Senate Hart Building, Room 902
Tuesday, April 10, 2018, 5pm - 7pm

Beer, wine and appetizers will be served.

This widely-attended event complies with all House and Senate rules.

acadrad.org



Who Sponsors this Showcase?
The Academy for Radiology and Biomedical Imaging
Research’s Coalition for Imaging and Bioengineering
Research (CIBR), has hosted the Showcase annually since
2009. The Academy is a non-profit organization focused on
education and advocacy in support of medical imaging
research. Academy membership comprises stakeholders
from the imaging research community, consisting of imaging
societies and academic research departments. CIBR also
includes patient advocacy groups and industry partners.

What Is the Goal?
Our goal is to educate about medical imaging technology
from the perspective of the patient, researchers, and
industry in an interactive forum. The objective is to ensure
that medical imaging technology is presented in an easy to
understand, hands-on manner. 

Who Attends?
Members of Congress, staff, patient advocates, and policy
makers interested in learning about advances in medical
imaging technology and current research are encouraged
to attend. 

The Event:
The featured speakers share their experiences with
imaging technologies and their personal journeys with the
audience. You can visit booth areas to view and discuss
research posters with investigators, learning about medical
imaging technologies in a format created specifically for a
general audience. This event has been carefully crafted to
ensure everyone who attends is able to easily understand
the science behind the technology and research. 

Multiple research posters will be displayed, created by
early career investigators, explaining current medical
imaging research taking place in their institutions.
Interactive, innovative hands-on medical imaging
technology will be available to experience. 

What is the Value of Attending Showcase?
This event creates a singular space where you can learn
from all of the stakeholders within the medical imaging
research community, see and interact with the technology,
ask questions, and hear from patients, researchers and
industry.

About the Showcase
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Keynote Speakers for the 9th Annual Medical

Imaging Technology Showcase

The Academy’s CIBR coalition is honored to welcome three extraordinary patient speakers to open our
Showcase. Dr. Venter, Marlo Longstreet and Melissa Kopolow will speak about medical imaging
technology and its impact from three very unique perspectives.

J. Craig Venter, Ph.D.
Co-Founder, Chairman, and
Chief Executive Officer
J. Craig Venter, PhD, is regarded as one of the
leading scientists of the 21st century for his
numerous invaluable contributions to genomic
research.  Dr. Venter is Co-Founder, Chairman and
Chief Executive Office of Human Longevity, Inc.
(HLI), generator of “health intelligence” through the
integration of genomics, state-of-the-art imaging and
machine learning.  HLI’s Health Nucleus is its
flagship clinical research and discovery center that
welcomes clients from around the world for the most
robust health assessment available.  Dr. Venter is
also Founder, Chairman, and CEO of the J. Craig Venter Institute (JCVI), a not-for-profit, genomics-
focused research organization with approximately 250 scientists and staff, and is Co-Founder,
Executive Chairman, and Co-Chief Scientist of Synthetic Genomics Inc., a privately held company
dedicated to commercializing genomic-driven solutions to address global needs such as new sources of
energy, new food and nutritional products, and next generation vaccines.

Marlo Longstreet
Marlo Gottfurcht Longstreet is the founder and
president of the Tanner Project Foundation, which is
in memory of her 11-year-old son, Tanner, who died
from a glioblastoma in 2013. Tanner was also
diagnosed with the mutant p53 gene, a hereditary
cancer gene, which can lead to many types of
cancers. The Foundation has funded several
research projects for very early detection of cancer at
the moment disease begins. The Tanner Project, at
the J. Craig Venter Institute in La Jolla, California,
develops personalized protocols that monitor
patients who are predisposed to cancer. Marlo's 18-
year-old daughter, Casey, carries the same mutant
p53 gene and has an over 90% chance of developing cancer. Thankfully, Casey is healthy and has an
awareness initiative on her Genome Generation website. Marlo and her family's story were featured on
NBC Nightly News with Lester Holt, and she has been an inspirational and motivational speaker at
several events and on cancer research videos. Marlo is currently publishing a book chronicling her
journey.



Melissa J. Kopolow McCall
Melissa J. Kopolow McCall is currently the Global
Director for Policy with AB InBev. Prior to moving to
this position in February 2018, she spent 15 years as
a public servant, the last 13 of which were with the
U.S. Department  of State. Melissa became involved
with the Hydrocephalus Association (HA) in 2012
after one of her twins was diagnosed with
hydrocephalus as a result of a brain bleed due to her
extreme prematurity. Her type-A, over-achiever
personality would not allow her to sit on the sidelines
when it came to raising both awareness and funds in
pursuit of a cure for the condition of which she had
never before heard. She is now serving her fourth
year as Co-Chair of the HA National Capital WALK.  Melissa is also an active advocate for systemic
change to the special education program within the District of Columbia’s public and charter schools.     

Melissa's daughter, Abagail, is now six and has already endured 113 days in the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, 12 shunt-related brain surgeries, a tethered spinal cord release surgery,  countless ER visits,
MRIs, CT scans and hospital stays. This past December, out of the blue, Abagail developed a seizure
disorder, as well.  But don't let this fool you- Abagail is the strongest, happiest, most full-of-life person
you will ever meet and is the epitome of Carpe Diem. 


