
“Among the most rewarding aspects of serving as President of the Academy is the  
opportunity to recognize the achievements of early and mid-career investigators and  
empower them to become advocates for imaging research funding, an issue vital to all  
academic radiology departments.

I am leading the charge to expand initiatives that will increase investigators’ awareness  
and participation in advocacy, enabling them to better communicate the importance of  
their research to policy makers. One such initiative is the Academy’s Council of Early Career 
Investigators in Imaging (CECI2).

Members of the Academy Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (pictured  
below) were awarded stipends to travel to Washington, DC this spring to participate in  
the 9th annual Medical Imaging Technology Showcase in the Senate, meet with program 
staff at 9 Institutes and Centers at the National Institutes of Health, discuss their research 
with Congressional Representatives and their staff in one-on-one meetings and network 
with the Academy leadership from academia and industry.

It is my pleasure to share feedback from CECI2 members and to encourage you and your 
departments to both support and engage in the Academy programs. For more information 
about the Academy CECI2 you can reach out to myself or Renee Cruea and visit our website 
http://www.acadrad.org/council-of-early-career-investigators-in-imaging-ceci/. “

Hedvig Hricak, MD, PhD
President
The Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research

special edition – council of early career investigators in imaging

Dr. Steven Seltzer (CIBR Steering 
Committee Chair) along with  
Council of Early Career Investigator 
Awardees Drs. Bo Zhu, Michael 
Horný, Mark Shiroishi, Hyungseok 
Jang, Adam Bauer, Alexander  
Goehler, Bhavya Rehani, Matthew 
Alexander, Kiran Kumar  
Solingapuram Sai, Samuel  
Galgano, Rebecca Rakow-Penner 
(CECI2 Chair), Michael Farwell, 
Feliks Kogan, Jadranka Stojanovska 
(CECI2 Co-Chair), and Dr. Carolyn  
Meltzer (Ex Officio)
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Terence P. Gade, MD, PhD University of Pennsylvania
Samuel Galgano,* MD University of Alabama, Birmingham
Alexander Goehler,* MD, PhD Brigham and Women’s / Harvard
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Shangdong Wu, PhD University of Pittsburgh
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Snapshot of Success
The information above shows a snapshot in  

time reflective of 70% of our Council members  
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What do other members of CECI2  
say about the program?

“… really useful in my fellowship  
and research networking!”

“Research collaborations with MGH  
Martinos Center was a direct result!”

“I received Committee appointments  
and a speaking invitation!”

“Meeting with patient advocates really  
motivated my research!”

“I can keep in contact now with  
department leadership nationwide!”

“…great networking opportunities!”



Dr. Matthew David Alexander, MD
University of Utah 

“Being a CECI2 awardee offered an 
incredible opportunity for me to meet 
new potential collaborators in my career 
as a neuro interventional radiologist and 
learn ways of helping advance imaging 
science. The landscape of federal funding 
and policy can be extremely daunting, 
but this experience lifted the veil on the 
workings of government, as we met with 
policymakers and their staffs. It was also 
a fantastic opportunity to discuss grant 
proposals with NIH faculty familiar with 
the grant process.”

Dr. Bhavya Rehani, MD
University of California, San Francisco 

“Meeting with NIH program officers  
allowed me to solicit input necessary  
for my upcoming grant applications.  
I was also pleased to meet with  
Senators and Representatives to advo-
cate for cutting-edge imaging research 
funding, and its capacity to open new 
frontiers in medicine. I will value this 
helpful experience as I continue my  
research career in reducing inequities  
in radiology in all continents worldwide.”

Dr. Adam Q. Bauer, PhD
Washington University at St. Louis 

“Working with the Academy as a CECI2 
specializing in neuroimaging has given 
me the opportunity to inform policy- 
makers about the importance of funding 
innovative imaging technology develop-
ment, and also gain invaluable feedback 
from National Institutes of Health about 
successful grant applications, most  
specifically on a recently submitted RO1. 
I hope to use this experience to continue 
my professional goal of fundamentally 
improving healthcare through basic  
and applied technology research and 
development.”

Dr. Feliks Kogan, PhD
Stanford University

“I am currently starting the second year 
of my NIH K99/R00 award, so I know that 
as scientists we often focus on advancing 
our respective research areas, and  
neglect educating the general public 
about our work and its impact on health-
care, which is such a lost opportunity. 
That is why it was wonderful to be  
part of the meaningful work of the  
Academy, gaining understanding of  
research advocacy and developing  
partnerships with policymakers, NIH  
program officers, industry members  
in the imaging industry, and patient  
advocacy groups. I found the whole  
experience to be incredibly beneficial.”

Dr. Michal Horný, PhD, MSc
Emory University 

“A highlight of the multiple-day event 
was meeting and getting to know the 
other fellow Early Career Investigators in 
Imaging as well as the Academy’s leader-
ship and staff. The entire crowd clicked 
immediately making the few days not 
only useful for career development but 
also a lot of fun”

Dr. Jill Heemskerk, Acting Director, National Institute for Biomedical Imaging  
& Bioengineering; Dr. Carolyn Meltzer (Ex Officio), and Dr. Feliks Kogan 

Dr. Kiran Kumar Solingapuram Sai, PhD
Wake Forest University

“I felt extremely delighted and privileged to 
be involved in this program! Through the 
Academy arranging Capitol Hill meetings 
for us, I understood and experienced 
the aspects involved in governmental 
decision-making. And meeting the NIH 
Directors and Program Officers was an 
eye-opening first-hand experience about 
the grant process. I loved each one of the 
Academy staff. They are all incredible and 
felt like family. I will carry this experience 
with me in my research in developing 
novel PET-based radiopharmaceuticals. 
Thank you, Academy!”

Dr. Hyungseok Jang, PhD
University of California, San Diego 

“Through the NIH meetings, I met people 
from NIAMS, NINDS, and NIBIB, who gave 
me invaluable advice and information 
about writing research grants as an early 
career investigator. Learning about how 
to advocate for sustainable NIH funding 
and participating in the Medical Imaging 
Showcase on Capitol Hill were also great 
experiences. I deeply appreciate that the 
Academy gave me this great opportunity.”

Dr. Mark S. Shiroishi, MD
University of Southern California 

“Learning to prepare and deliver a scien-
tific presentation for a lay audience was 
very informative and allowed us to learn 
critical skills in scientific communication. 
As a junior investigator, it is critical for us 
to learn how to accurately communicate 
our scientific goals and progress without 
getting bogged down in jargon. This is 
especially important if your audience is a 
non-medical/scientific one. The Academy 
did a wonderful job in coordinating our 
visits to the NIH, where we had really 
insightful one-on-one conversations with 
contacts at different ICs. I am currently 
preparing my next round of NIH applica-
tions and hope to put all that I learned 
from the CECI2 experience into action”

Dr. Samuel Galgano, MD
University of Alabama, Birmingham 

“The CECI2 program allowed me to meet 
scientists at NIH whose research inter-
ests aligned with mine, and to gain  
invaluable insight that informed my 
future grant proposals, including my 
proposal for the use of pretreatment 
F-18 fluciclovine PET/MRI in radiation 
treatment for prostate cancer patients. 
The trip to Capitol Hill with the Academy 
blew me away. Meeting with Senators 
and Representatives and stressing the 
importance of federal funding sparked 
my interest in the political aspect of 
medical research, and I hope to remain 
involved for years to come.”

ceci2 co-chair
Rebecca Rakow-Penner, MD, PhD

University of California San Diego

“Bringing together Early Career Investigators 
in Imaging, who have been recognized 
by their academic department Chairs as 
having high potential to make an impact 
in radiological science, has been critical 
to their expanding of networks, learn-
ing from senior mentors, and meeting 
industry leaders. It has also helped these 
academics become more familiar with 
the NIH grant application process and all 
the hard-working individuals at NIH.

It is a perfect setting to facilitate learning 
and new collaborations. I know it will 
benefit these CECI2s, just as it has bene-
fited me. Having this mentorship outside 
of my own institution has helped me to 
see ways that I can make a difference.”


