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For Immediate Release   
Contact: Renee Cruea, Executive Director, 202-347-5872  
October 28, 2019   
    

The Academy Announces 2019 Gold Medal Award Recipient 
 
(Washington, DC, October 28, 2019) – Dr. Hedi Hricak, M.D., Ph.D., president of the 
Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research (the Academy) is honored 
to announce that Dr. Steven Seltzer will be presented with the 2019 Gold Medal 
Award at a ceremony to be held during the Radiological Society of North America’s 
Annual Meeting in Chicago, Illinois on December 3, 2019.  
 
“Few individuals have dedicated as much time and effort to advocacy on behalf of the 
imaging research community as Dr. Seltzer,” said Dr. Hricak. “He has been a 
supporter of the Academy since its founding and has played an integral role in its 
activities ever since, serving admirably as president of the Academy from 2009 to 
2011 and continues to assiduously support our work. He is now the Academy’s first 
Fellow in Health Care Policy—a position created to allow him to continue his work 
with the Academy at the highest level. His input is valued beyond words! He has 
nurtured the Academy, helping it grow in size, scope and importance. On behalf of all 
our members, I would like to express profound gratitude to him. His vision for what 
we could accomplish, and his dedication to realizing that vision, have benefited 
radiological research and patients everywhere.” 
 
Dr. Seltzer has also served the Academy as the chair of the Coalition for Imaging and 
Bioengineering Research (CIBR) as well as being a member of the Academy Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Dr. Seltzer was the Chairman of the Department of Radiology at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital (BWH) and the Philip H. Cook Professor of Radiology at Harvard 
Medical School from 1997 to 2016. Since then, he has served as Department Chair 
Emeritus, and devotes his professional time to teaching, mentoring and advocacy. He 
devotes his personal time to his family, and to a new avocation as a drummer. 
He earned his baccalaureate and medical degrees from the University of Pennsylvania 
and did his Radiology Residency at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital from 1976 to 
1980, joining the Brigham faculty immediately afterwards. His clinical interests have 
been in the field of abdominal imaging, particularly advanced applications of helical  

 
 
 



 

CT. His research interests are in the arena of perception and psychophysics, focusing on improving our 
understanding of how radiologists detect, locate and classify abnormalities on diagnostic images. He has 
published well over 100 peer-reviewed research manuscripts on these topics. Dr. Seltzer has been involved in 
projects aimed at improving the quality, safety, productivity and cost-effectiveness of radiology services for 
more than two decades. As BWH Radiology Department Chair, he helped establish the Center for Evidence-
Based Imaging (Ramin Khorasani, founding Director). 
 
Active in many radiological organizations, Dr. Seltzer is a past president of the Association of University 
Radiologists and was awarded the AUR’s Gold Medal in 2004. In addition to serving as president of the 
Academy for Radiology Research, he served as the president of the Society of Chairs of Academic Radiology 
Departments from 2010 to 2012. He was awarded the Gold Medal from the Radiological Society of North 
America in 2015. 
 
Dr. Seltzer commented that, “It has been an honor and a privilege to be an advocate for the Academy’s mission 
since its inception, and to have played a role in developing programs to recognize our established Distinguished 
Investigators as well as our Early Career Investigators.” 
 
Dr. Seltzer and his wife Rochelle live in Brookline, Massachusetts. They have a family of two children, a 
daughter-in-law and two grandchildren. 
 
The Academy Gold Medal & Distinguished Investigators Ceremony & Reception will take place on Tuesday, 
December 3 from 3 – 5 p.m., McCormick Place, Lakeside Center, E253AB during the 2019 RSNA Annual 
Meeting in Chicago, Ill.  
 

### 
About the Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research 

The Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research is an advocacy organization, whose mission is to 
advocate for support of federal investment for medical imaging research on behalf of the imaging research 
community. Academy members are imaging societies, foundations, and academic radiology departments. The 
Academy’s Coalition for Imaging and Bioengineering Research further engages patient advocacy groups and 
industry partners. Visit www.acadrad.org to learn more.  
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