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March 10, 2025

Dear Academy Board,

On Thursday, March 6, the NIH announced a major change to the peer
review process. | understand concerns around this shift. | hope to
alleviate some of your concerns and I’m happy to answer any
questions you may have.

NIH announced that they would centralize peer review for all
applications for grants, cooperative agreements and research, and

development contracts within the agency’s Center for Scientific
Review (CSR).

According to the announcement, the plan to consolidate peer review
stems from the need for a more efficient and standardized evaluation
system. Currently, 22% of applications undergo review within separate
NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs), each operating its own review
sections. The CSR, which already manages 78% of NIH grant reviews,
will now handle the entire process, ensuring a unified and impartial
assessment of all research proposals.

This has been an ongoing consideration for over a year.
Implementation and Oversight

The transition to a centralized review model is undergoing external
assessment before full implementation.

Steps in the process include:

. Regulatory Review: Approval from HHS and the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).

« Congressional Notification: A 15-day review period for legislative oversight.

« Public Disclosure: NIH will issue a Federal Register notice detailing the changes.


https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-centralizes-peer-review-improve-efficiency-strengthen-integrity

Concerns

Understandably, there are concerns from the community that this would slow the process for
grant review. Considering that 78% of grants are currently reviewed by CSR, it shouldn’t slow
the process or grind it to a halt.

There are concerns that the government, not scientists, would have more say into which grants
get funded. This is not the intent but certainly concerning. It’s something the Academy will
continue to monitor.

Finally, there are concerns that this would lead to a significant job reduction at the Agency. This
Is a concern across the board at the NIH that we should all be concerned about this.

If you have concerns or believe this will not be a more efficient course of action for grant
review, contact your Representative or Senator. They will need to review the proposal before it
is finalized. A side note: RFK, JR., has stated that he wants to remove the public comment
section from the federal register, which is why it’s important to contact your elected official as
opposed to waiting for a public comment period.

Warmest regards,
Renee

*Thank you for your interest in these Academy updates. If you are not already part of a
supporting Member department/society/company, please consider supporting our extensive
advocacy efforts on behalf of this community through Membership. Please view this brief clip
about The Value of the Academy, and view our supportive membership here. For additional
membership details, we welcome you to connect with Josie Wilkinson at
jwilkinson@acadrad.org
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