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April 25, 2025 

 

 

On April 21, Jay Bhattacharya, Director of the NIH, addressed the 

NIH’s Council of Councils. In his remarks, he highlighted his plans to 

move forward with the Administration’s goal of identifying the root 

cause of autism, he laid out his vision for the agency, and he provided 

time for Q&A. 

 

You can view his slides and the section of his talk starting at 1:51:20.  

In his opening remarks, he noted that he is committed to the NIH and 

wants it to maintain its role as the crown jewel of the federal 

government. He acknowledged the leadership transitions, and stated he 

will resume the normal process for replacing those that left. He 

believes that NIH will be a stronger institution that fosters innovation 

and debate. 

 

He’s trying his best to get things moving. By May, the review panels 

should no longer be behind schedule. Intramural researchers can 

purchase what they need for their labs and they are now allowed to 

resume travel.   

 

Understanding ASD 

 

The President and Secretary Kennedy have initiated a research 

program on ASD and associated conditions. NIH will be responsible 

for uncovering causes, risk factors, and treatments. He said the 

initiative will involve grants to 10 to 20 groups of researchers that, 

although on a rapid timeline, will go through a normal review process.  

 

Those researchers will harness a newly created real-world data initiative that will 

compile data from a wide range of sources, including Medicare and Medicaid 

https://dpcpsi.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/Council-of-Councils-04.21.25-Director-Update.pdf
https://videocast.nih.gov/watch=56725


 

claims, NIH genetics data, and drug records for individuals, and information on 

environmental exposures. 

 

Vision for the Future 

 

Chronic disease – Life expectancy is going backwards. Bhattacharya wants NIH to find 

better ways to treat chronic diseases, including a whole government approach to address 

and solve the chronic disease crisis. 

 

Replication - A large part of scientific literature is not replicable. Bhattacharya provided 

a three-piece solution: 1) Create a journal for replication of studies; 2) NIH will support 

scientists who do replication as a living; and 3) make the idea of being replicated a 

success of science. 

 

Maintain safety and transparency – COVID could have been a result of 

experimentation. There needs to be more oversight of gain of function research.  As NIH 

director, he will work to make sure the research does not pose any risk or harm at all to 

human populations.   

Q&A 

 

Q: The proposed NIH passback budget that was leaked – will you have the ability to meet 

with and be involved in conversations with Congress?   

A: Bhattacharya can’t comment on the passback budget. He will advocate for NIH to 

have resources and capacity to continue being the leader in biomedical research. 

 

Q. What is your view on how NIH should be involved in training people.   

A: ECIs should progress into their career as quickly as possible. Some ideas include, (not 

for prime time) having more institutional K awards rather than at the individual level and 

allowing researchers that have training support apply for R level funding.    

 

Q. You discuss scientific/academic freedom yet there are topics that researchers will not 

get funded for anymore. Scientific freedom is the idea of studying what you want to 

study.  Can you speak to that? 

A. On academic freedom, the distinction is what does the NIH invest in with limited 

funding. Are we investing to advance our mission? With regards to the president’s order 

on DEI initiatives, Bhattacharya doesn’t believe it stops the funding of fundamental 

research that advances the health and well-being of underrepresented/minority 

communities.   

 



 

Q. Do you have plans for reorganization? 

A. Bhattacharya does not have a plan. Some members of Congress do. He plans to work 

with Congress and the administration as they go forward on this. He will only support 

efforts that make sense for the scientific enterprise. Bhattacharya foresees using the 

SMRB process to advise him if Congress moves forward with a plan to reorganize the 

NIH.   

 

Q. What about cuts to NIH grants for South Africa and global health, pointing out that 

infections such as HIV and tuberculosis can become chronic diseases and have long been 

studied in parts of the world with the highest burden.? 

A. HIV studies “should benefit the American people” and Bhattacharya noted that HIV 

drugs can now prevent infections. At the same time, he stated that he doesn’t have any 

intention to stop NIH-funded work in foreign countries. 

 

 

*Thank you for your interest in these Academy updates. If you are not already part of a 

supporting Member department/society/company, please consider supporting our extensive 

advocacy efforts on behalf of this community through membership. Please view this brief clip 

about The Value of the Academy, and view our supportive membership here. For additional 

membership details, we welcome you to connect with Josie Wilkinson at 

jwilkinson@acadrad.org 
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