Officers:

Pamela Woodard, MD
President

Elizabeth Krupinski, PhD

Vice President

Satoshi Minoshima, MD, PhD
Secretary/Treasurer

Ruth C. Carlos, MD, MS

CIBR Chair

Executive Committee:

Katherine P. Andriole, PhD
Miriam A. Bredella, MD

Cathy Cutler, PhD

John D. Hazle, PhD

Alan H. Matsumoto, MD

Pari Pandharipande, MD, MPH
Neil Rofsky, MD

Board of Directors:

Erin Angel, PhD

James Brink, MD

Aisling M. Chaney, PhD
Manijiri Dighe, MD, MBBS
Jessica Foley, PhD
Michael F. McNitt-Gray, PhD
Diego Jaramillo, MD, MPH
Jerry G. Jarvik, MD, MPH
Kevin Koch, PhD

Diana Litmanovich, MD

H. Charles Manning, PhD
Courtney Moreno, MD
Levon N. Nazarian, MD
Robert Nishikawa, PhD
Ivan Pedrosa, MD, PhD

Rebecca Rakow-Penner, MD, PhD

Andrew Smith, MD, PhD

Gary Ulaner, MD, PhD, FACNM
Clifford Weiss, MD

Judy Yee, MD

Executive Director:
Renée L. Cruea, MPA

Hearing Proceedings

me ACADEMY

Imaging Research

Advancing Innovation in Imaging Science

1001 Connecticut Ave, NW
Suite 601

Washington, DC 20036

p. 202.347.5872

f. 202.347.5876
www.acadrad.org

April 30, 2025

Academy Review of the Senate Appropriations Full Committee
Hearing
“Biomedical Research: Keeping America’s Edge in Innovation”

View entire hearing here

Presiding: Chair Susan Collins (R-ME)
Ranking Member: Senator Patty Murray (D-WA)

Witnesses:

Sudip Parikh, PhD

Chief Executive Officer and Executive Publisher, Science
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)

Herman Haller, MD
President
Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory

Cartier Esham, PhD
Executive Director
Alliance for a Stronger Food and Drug Administration

Barry Paul Sleckman, MD, PhD
Director
University of Alabama at Birmingham O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center

Mrs. Emily Stenson
Mom and Patient Advocate

Senator Collins Opening Remarks:

The cuts to federal funding for research are undermining the nation’s foundation
for global leadership.

Senator Patty Murray Opening Remarks:

Biomedical research has a long history of bipartisan support. It has created a
significant number of jobs, economic activity, and medical miracles.

Questions focused on Facilities and Administration Costs (F&A) and what the loss of funding means for the
short-term and long-term impact of advancing biomedical research. The clear message from the hearing was the
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strong bipartisan support for NIH. Members from both parties criticized the new Administration’s policies of
preventing the agency from spending billions of dollars Congress has provided to support peer-reviewed
academic research, canceling hundreds of millions more in grants already awarded, reducing the agency’s
workforce, and attempting to arbitrarily slash F&A.

Senator Murray (D-WA) asked Dr. Parikh about the ability of the NIH to spend the $47 billion that was passed
by Congress and signed by the President. This is particularly important since many fear that NIH will be subject
to a recission cut if the appropriated money isn’t seen as being needed. Dr. Parikh stated that NIH leaders need
to prioritize funding the research that’s been proposed. Otherwise, it will be impounded by default. Parikh stated
there are many program officers that want to make sure peer-reviewed science is funded.

Senator Kennedy (R-LA) stated his strong support for NIH but was concerned that overhead costs come at the
expense of basic research. Why can’t NIH live with 15% overhead? Dr. Parikh stated that institutions can’t
absorb that level of cut and would have to lay off workers. Dr. Parikh had the chance to correct Senator
Kennedy about how F&A is calculated (on top of the grant funding, not a cut to the grant itself). He wants to
have a discussion on F&A. He thinks it’s perceived that anyone who asks tough questions about F&A must be
against biomedical research.

Sen. Reed (D-RI) pointed out how F&A is spent and asked Dr. Haller how the UAB would be impacted if a
15% cap was applied. Dr. Haller used a concrete example of what would happen if there was a cut to F&A,
which is that they wouldn’t be able to open and safely run clinical trials. Money for a clinical trial goes to
administrating the drug and taking care of the patient but it doesn’t go to cover oversight groups, like IRB.

Dr. Parikh explained how the Gates Foundation grants consider indirect costs. Much of what they consider to be
direct costs, under the federal government rules, would be considered indirect costs.

Dr. Sleckman was asked by Senator Brit (R-AL) about cancer incidents in the country and the trends we are
seeing. He explained that cancer is on the rise overall because the main risk factor is age. We have made such
significant medical advancements with other ailments and diseases, so now people are living long enough to get
to the age where they can get cancer. He also noted that federal funding is unique in cancer prevention research
because there are not a lot of other revenue streams for cancer research.

Senator Baldwin (D-WI) asked Dr. Parikh “How will the cuts we are seeing from the administration and DOGE
impact the next generation of scientists?”

Dr. Parikh stated this is the most worrying part of all the developments we’ve been seeing. People are
considering leaving the sciences. We have a significant number of Americans looking to other countries to start
their research careers. We are losing our best and brightest to other countries.

Senator Hyde-Smith (R-MS) was concerned that there are no NCI designated cancer centers in Mississippi,
Arkansas, or Louisiana. This causes patients to have to travel for care. How would cancer research cuts affect
the institution’s ability to receive NCI status?

Dr. Sleckman explained that the rate of new cancer center designations will lessen. There are many institutions
right now that are waiting on that designation, and they will just have to wait longer.

Sen. Hyde-Smith also brought up the NIH IDeA program and her support for it through the
IDeA Reauthorization Act. Dr. Haller explained that this has helped correct the historical imbalance in research
funding.



Dr. Haller also emphasized the need to do more. We need clinical studies and translational research. The IDeA
program should grow to educate the younger generation, work on translational research, and associate this
research with the industry in the state.

Senator Coons (D-DE) spoke passionately about the need for ongoing clinical trials. Grants cut by DOGE
because they were “DEI” were actually for diabetes, cancer, etc. $55 million in research has been delayed in
Delaware. We are devastating the next generation of researchers, harming our people, and giving up. We are
taking away hope from millions of Americans. Senator Coons asked Mrs. Stenson what hope means to her and
her family and what would be the impact of canceled clinical trials.

Mrs. Stenson stated that at the darkest hours, hope is what keeps you going. If these clinical trials are all taken
away, it would be devastating. Sometimes a parent’s only option to save their child is a clinical trial. It sends a
message that the government doesn’t care about your child or family member by taking lifesaving trials away.

Senator Ossoff (D-GA) read a statement from Emory University explaining that even a short interruption of
research funding can set back progress for decades. He asks Dr. Parikh to expand on this multi-decade impact.

Dr Parikh stated that we are sitting at a crossroads. If the FY26 (passback) budget is real, then we aren’t even in
the race anymore. We are not going to be able to set the standards, understand access, or even catch up. We
won’t be able to drive the priorities. We may not have the young scientists to replace the current generation. 20
years from now, what will be the language of science? English?

**End of hearing**

MEDIA related to hearing:

UC Davis Health’s Post From Labs to Lives

Comment: Funding delays jeopardize research of healthy aging.

Senator Katie Britt (R-AL) Introduces Witness

Collins and Fellow GOP Senators speak out in opposition to cuts

Cullman man fighting for cancer research funding in Washington DC

Durbin In Appropriations Committee: Want To ‘Make America Great Again?’ Stick With The NIH

*Thank you for your interest in these Academy updates. If you are not already part of a supporting Member
department/society/company, please consider supporting our extensive advocacy efforts on behalf of this
community through membership. Please view this brief clip about The Value of the Academy, and view our
supportive membership here. For additional membership details, we welcome you to connect with Josie
Wilkinson at jwilkinson@acadrad.org
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