
 

Dear Academy Board, 

 

What happened in DC this week?  

Congress is clocking out. The House started their August recess a week early on 

Wednesday, leaving just 14 legislative days until the end of the FY and a possible 

government shut down. The Senate is still in town (as of the writing of this email). 

What this means is that the window for Congress to address the part of the budget 

which funds NIH is now narrower than it was last week.   

Reminder:   

• Congress is out all of August, and the House is also out a full week in 

September 22nd – 27th.   

• The FY ends Sept. 30th.  

• All appropriated money at NIH needs to be out the door by Sept. 

30th. We know NIH staff are doing everything they can to facilitate 

this, but there are many challenges. 

• The Senate Appropriations Committee will markup the Labor-HHS-

Education appropriations bills (NIH $$) in full committee next 

Thursday, July 31, at 9:30 a.m. The markup will occur in Dirksen 106 

and will be live streamed at www.appropriations.senate.gov. You can 

find the official notice here.  

• The House Committee has scheduled their mark-up for early Sept. 

 

Some Hope? 

• Today U.S. Senator Katie Britt and Republican colleagues came together to 

advocate for critical NIH research funding. Read about this effort here.  

o Rep. Britt and 13 Republicans sent a letter to Russel Vought, Director 

of OMB, advocating for the disbursement of appropriated NIH funds. 

You can read the letter here. 

 

https://gw4inspab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B6DhQnM7IVQo7YeCkw0h7GlGQyDKB1UyynICk3P9DKsha-pkmQ4l6jh-WSVP1wLv-_4jSOELZmjFltC2AyRDijXCF1rPxHdY4vJmY5hqrs9cK9czvtMcBsykWKp3bv-a12xZ32BQxLNb1YwIOm6oOFYH-33Dt_qnAFMCCxId0p0=&c=JLtsgzLnUOTeuyuD4e6vPc_PwKKYVugZO1eJqpl9NPVpVJOEHvOrBQ==&ch=5783t4XDWiOORMsf7CwuoIf7Z2DI2p0wmXOhEN5JPxjf5TZvLEcsKA==
https://gw4inspab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B6DhQnM7IVQo7YeCkw0h7GlGQyDKB1UyynICk3P9DKsha-pkmQ4l6g5dOzanyAaxgtwNnenth5rBii1jGJDiYGAYhMd0ihsve7xQ_XETbgDscv19eBK1ZJcJE7-3LJi7YY-qa5FQyAB6fZFQcsjKDgi9hXKD5NC3RnKpUxZ16kcU7Bg1XcRqnezv-wC9N0W3MFmpuZ01tzDEl15T0lDjvZFV7f7ov8dbY45z1U-eZRxaHaXiKOq2Le4I02zBc7jU&c=JLtsgzLnUOTeuyuD4e6vPc_PwKKYVugZO1eJqpl9NPVpVJOEHvOrBQ==&ch=5783t4XDWiOORMsf7CwuoIf7Z2DI2p0wmXOhEN5JPxjf5TZvLEcsKA==
https://www.britt.senate.gov/news/press-releases/u-s-senator-katie-britt-leads-republican-colleagues-in-advocating-for-critical-nih-research-funding/
https://www.britt.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/07.24.25_Senate-Letter-to-OMB-re-FY25-NIH-Appropriations.pdf


What do all these budget terms mean and which ones apply to NIH?   

We have created an FAQ addressing many questions I receive about 

the legislative landscape. You can view the Academy Legislative FAQ here.   

   

Facilities & Administrative Costs  

The new model for F&A brought to Congress is called the Financial Accountability 

in Research (FAIR) Model. You can view the presentation here. Additional details 

on this effort can be found on the JAG site here. The FAQ on the FAIR model can 

be found here.  

   

NIH Director Meets with GOP Doctors Caucus   

The GOP Doctors Caucus on July 17th issued a press release highlighting a meeting with NIH Director Jay Bhattacharya, MD, “to discuss the agency’s priorities to improve the integrity of medical research and improve the health of America.” In 

the release, GOP Doctors Caucus co-chairs Reps. Greg Murphy, MD (R-N.C.) and John Joyce, MD (R-Pa.) noted, “America has long been the global leader in medical research, developing life-saving therapies and solutions to address the complex 

health challenges the world faces. “Science must continue to evolve to push the boundaries of innovation and discovery,” and, “We support Dr. Bhattacharya's efforts to increase collaboration across government to ensure the United States is 

driving progress in the new frontiers of medical science."   

   

NIH Issues Notice on Supporting Fairness and Originality in Research Applications   

On July 17th, the NIH issued a notice guiding researchers on the appropriate use of AI in applications, while also instituting a new policy limiting the number of applications that NIH will consider per Principal Investigator per calendar year. 

Similar policies have been under discussion at NIH, but they have usually focused on the number of awards rather than the number of applications allowed. The notice states that "NIH will only accept six new renewal, resubmission, or revision 

applications from an individual Principal Investigator/Program Director or Multiple Principal Investigator for all council rounds in a calendar year."   

  

On July 21, NIH Director Jay Bhattacharya met privately with employees who signed the Bethesda Declaration, which criticizes political interference and widespread grant cancellations, leading to open but tense discussions about recent policy 

impacts. Director Bhattacharya responded by defending his positions, pledging to safely wind down halted clinical trials, and promoting a new appeals process. Employees also warned that the administration’s forward funding model, combined 

with proposed budget cuts, could drastically shrink the NIH’s research portfolio and harm early-career scientists and critical studies (InsideHealthPolicy, subscription required).  

 

Friends of NIBIB (FoNIBIB) Coalition Meets with NIBIB Leadership 

Last week, Renee Cruea (representing the Academy), AIMBE Board of Directors members, and other FoNIBIB member organization representatives met with NIBIB staff and leadership. 

NIBIB’s slides provided an overview of program updates, upcoming NOFOs, training grants, & policy updates. Click here to access a copy of these slides. 

 

https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Academy-FAQ-on-Congressional-Budget-Terms.pdf
https://www.cogr.edu/joint-associations-group-jag-virtual-town-hall-fair-model-july-15
https://linktr.ee/JAGTownHall
https://www.aau.edu/key-issues/research-administration-regulation/f-and-a-costs-research/frequently-asked-questions-faqs-jag-effort-and-fair-model
https://gopdoctorscaucus-murphy.house.gov/media/meetings/gop-doctors-caucus-hosts-nih-director-jay-bhattacharya?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=adhoc&utm_content=newsletter
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-132.html?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=adhoc&utm_content=newsletter
https://insidehealthpolicy.com/daily-news/discontented-nih-employees-confront-bhattacharya-closed-door-meeting?utm_medium=mh
https://www.standupforscience.net/bethesda-declaration
https://friendsofnibib.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/NIBIB-Leadership-Mtg-AIMBE-07182025_FINAL.pdf


The National Cancer Institute (NCI) announced that it will follow NIH’s new policy to forward fund about half of its FY 2025 competing research project grants (RPGs), covering funding for the entire project period in a single award to help 

offset proposed FY 2026 budget cuts. The NCI will fully fund most non-competing grants and will prioritize funding for meritorious new, early-stage, and exploratory research applications, though many new competing awards will see policy-

driven budget reductions. The new funding policy will ultimately reduce the number of new awards NCI can fund in FY 2026. 

 

Former NIH Director Francis Collins Joins The Late Show to Discuss NIH Cuts   

On July 17, Dr. Collins appeared as a guest on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert to discuss the impacts of cuts to NIH. During the interview, Dr. Collins discussed his reasons for retiring from the agency and the impacts of ongoing funding 

disruptions. He noted how young scientists are considering leaving the country to take up research positions abroad, and how research that has been abruptly halted cannot easily be restarted.  

 

The Academy Continues to Facilitate Congressional Meetings for Members of 

the Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI2)  

We extend our gratitude to Yikang Liu, PhD, for his continued advocacy:   

Yikang Liu, PhD, a research scientist at United Imaging Intelligence, had the 

opportunity to meet with Kenna Chic from the office of Senator Elizabeth Warren 

(D-MA). Dr. Liu used personal anecdotes to illustrate how cuts to NIH not only 

hurt public institutions but also impact private industry. Additionally, there was 

extensive discussion between Ms. Chic and Dr. Liu about the future of AI in 

healthcare and the FDA application process as it relates to Dr. Liu’s research. Ms. 

Chic asked extensive and thoughtful questions, engaging Dr. Liu in a productive 

and fruitful conversation about the current state of medical research.  

  

 MEDIA  

• “How your research can survive a US federal grant termination”   

• “DEI Health Research Cuts Put US Medical Breakthroughs at Risk”  

• “GOP Appropriators Resist Trump’s NIH Cuts”  

• “How Does the NIH Initiative to Prioritize Human-Based Research Affect 

Research Proposing the Use of Laboratory Animals?”  

• “Private sector, philanthropy can’t replace Trump administration science 

cuts”  

• “The Financial Accountability in Research (FAIR) Model: Developed by the 

Joint Associations Group on Indirect Costs (JAG)”   

https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants-funding/funding-strategy/current-funding-policy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW9c6t4potU&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=adhoc&utm_content=newsletter
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yikang-liu-b2113965/
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/How-your-research-can-survive-a-US-federal-grant-termination.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/BGV-Article-DEI-Health-Cuts.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/axios-article.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2025/07/how-does-the-nih-initiative-to-prioritize-human-based-research-affect-research-proposing-the-use-of-laboratory-animals
https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2025/07/how-does-the-nih-initiative-to-prioritize-human-based-research-affect-research-proposing-the-use-of-laboratory-animals
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Private-sector-philanthropy-cant-replace-Trump-administration-science-cuts-STAT.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Private-sector-philanthropy-cant-replace-Trump-administration-science-cuts-STAT.pdf
https://www.cogr.edu/sites/default/files/FAIR%20Executive%20Summary%20FINAL%207.10.25a.pdf
https://www.cogr.edu/sites/default/files/FAIR%20Executive%20Summary%20FINAL%207.10.25a.pdf


• “FNIH Program Will Advance Alternative Research Models”   

 

 *Thank you for your interest in these Academy updates. If you are not already part 

of a supporting Member department/society/company, please consider supporting 

our extensive advocacy efforts on behalf of this community through Membership. 

Please view this brief clip about The Value of the Academy, and view our 

supportive membership here. For additional membership details, we welcome you 

to connect with Josie Wilkinson Miller at jwilkinson@acadrad.org.  

 

Warmest Regards, 

Renee  

https://fnih.org/news/fnih-program-advance-alternative-research-models/?bbeml=tp-dnwJc27W802R9IacBWspeg.jdWnkeaNwuk2E7Ak13mVRrA.rCGC-RauSUU2DPuHXslE7cw.l5vpKXyrHbE-wO5KPsb8QGQ
https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:jwilkinson@acadrad.org

