
 

September 19, 2025  

Academy Policy & Legislative Update  

Dear Academy Friends,  

 

We are less than two weeks before the current continuing resolution funding the 

government ends, and there is no clear end in sight to keep the government open.  

 

Countdown to Shutdown: House CR Passed. Senate CR Failed. 

*If only we could resolve this at a Dueling Piano Bar. 

• Today, the House passed its 91 page CR (read it here), that would fund the 

government through November 20th, by a vote of 217 to 212, with one 

Democrat voting in favor and two Republicans in opposition. Reps. Thomas 

Massie (R-KY) and Victoria Spartz (R-IN) voted against the bill, while Rep. 

Jared Golden (D-ME) supported it.  

o The plan would tack on $30 million for lawmaker security and 

another $58 million in security assistance requested by the White 

House for the Supreme Court and the executive branch. 

• Democrats proposed an alternative that would expire Oct. 31, it did not get a 

vote in the House 

• Over on the other side: Senate Democrats introduced a CR that would 

include some healthcare fixes and would expire on Oct. 31st.  

• Today, the Senate also voted but failed to pass both the House CR 

(earlier passed by the House) and the Democratic led CR.  

o The ‘clean’ CR would also extend Medicare telehealth flexibilities, 

community health center funding, and other expiring health care 

provisions 

o The House-passed Republican version failed in the Senate by a vote 

of 44-48, well short of the 60 votes needed for passage. 

o Sen. Democrats are using their bill to clamp down on President 

Trump’s budget-cutting efforts, extend ACA subsidies, and undo 

pieces of the Republican Big Beautiful Bill (BBB). In addition to 

these pieces, the Democrat CR also includes language that would end 

the fast-track rescissions process Republicans used this summer to 

https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/bill-text-continuing-appropriations-and-extensions-act-2026.pdf
https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cr0917h.PDF


claw back $9 billion for foreign aid and public broadcasting funds. 

Their bill would also impede President Trump’s “pocket rescission” 

move by extending the expiration date of the nearly $5 billion the 

president is trying to cancel unilaterally. 

o The Democratic proposal failed by a vote of 47-45.   

• A shutdown with President Donald Trump in the White House and 

Republicans in charge of Congress could potentially spiral into a prolonged 

political stalemate. Democrats are dug in on health care-related demands, 

and they claim they won’t move unless Republicans negotiate.  

• Meanwhile, the House and Senate Chairs of the Appropriations 

Committee —Tom Cole (R-OK) and Susan Collins (R-ME), 

respectively—are still working on finishing three of the 12 appropriations 

bills before Sept. 30th.   

What now? More waiting.  

House Republicans are on recess next week and will not return to DC until 

AFTER the shutdown is in effect. I do not believe the Senate will vote again 

until we are down to the wire. 

 

Multiyear Funding & Its Impact on the NIH 

NIH has recently implemented a new policy requiring that at least one-half of the 

remaining funds for competing research project grants (RPGs) in FY 2025 be used 

to fund RPG competing awards upfront. Upfront funding provides the funding for 

all years of the approved project period in a single award funded from one fiscal 

year. 

 

STAT looked at R01 and R21 grants, which represent the bulk of federal funding 

for universities and medical centers. They found:  

• Over the previous 9 fiscal years, the NIH awarded an average of roughly 

$2.58 billion in new R grants of both types. As of September 11th, the NIH 

has awarded $2.49 billion.  

• Of all the new R01 awards issued so far this year, 20% of them have been 

multi-year awards (data from Jeremy Berg, PhD, former NIGMS Director). 

• 2,174 Notices of Award issued by NIH since September 6th, 2025.  

http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NIH-is-on-track-to-spend-its-entire-budget-STAT.pdf


o This includes 118 new R01s, 11 RF1 multi-year. 9 new R01 from 

NIAAA, 1 new R01 from NIMH and 0 (yikes) new R01 from NIDA 

o Of the 118 new R01, it appears that 34 are multi-year funded: 5 are for 

2 years; 4 are for 3 years; and the rest for 4 years. 

o This data was provided by a group of individuals who wish to remain 

anonymous in the interest of maintaining their jobs. This group is 

referred to as “drugmonkey”. 

Here is a sample of how multi-year funding will affect the paylines at various ICs: 

• The National Cancer Institute (NCI) expects the payline to go from 10% to 

4%.   

• The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 

(NIDDK) payline is projected to drop from 12% to somewhere between 5-

8%, according to internal estimates.  

• National Institute on Aging (NIA) and the National Institute of Mental 

Health (NIMH) will fall by a factor of 3 or 4 compared to last year. That 

means paylines in those institutes would go from 15% to 4-5%. 

 

The Trump Administration Wants Universities' Patent Revenue 

Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick stated at a recent Cabinet meeting that the 

administration is contacting leading universities, including Harvard and the 

University of California system, to forge agreements that would give the federal 

government a portion of the patent royalties. He characterized the initial talks with 

a few institutions as the start of a "master deal.” He also sent a letter to Harvard 

initiating an audit of their federally funded research programs. He states that 

Harvard may be in breach of statute and that the government is considering using 

March-In Rights as granted under the Bayh-Dole Act. To learn more, you can read 

the Academy’s summary.   

 

Events 

October 3, 2025, Academy Live Town Hall 

The Academy will host a live Academy Town Hall update and discussion for all 

Academy members on Oct. 3rd to discuss the Appropriations State of Play. To view 

the flyer for this town hall, click here, and to RSVP, click here.   

http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Academy-summary-of-Commerce-March-In.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Academy-FY26-Town-Hall.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NFA3rS-8Rj6TpIcM1PDNjg#/registration


 

Together, we can amplify our voices to ensure continued investment in 

imaging science.  

Advocacy is important. The Academy has compiled a document that includes best 

practices for advocacy, scheduling meetings, and preparing for conversations with 

your Member. For the full document, click here. Do not hesitate to reach out with 

questions or requests for help - that is what we are here for!   

 

Sign-on Letter in Response to Executive Order on Grantmaking Oversight 

The Academy has been working with several societies that span the fields of 

scientific and medical research. We came together to draft a letter to Congress 

requesting their oversight of the August 7th Executive Order on “Improving 

Oversight of Federal Grantmaking”. 

The letter text can be found here.  

Please fill out the google form to sign the letter. Click here for the form.  

 

More info to follow on this NIH program………….  

 
 

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Weekly updates and 

funding opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the weekly emails we 

send out, including our the most recent.  

 

https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Academy-2025-August-recess-action.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/improving-oversight-of-federal-grantmaking/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/improving-oversight-of-federal-grantmaking/
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Grantmaking-Executive-Order-Multi-Society-Letter.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgndzU5-yC3TuYcCm9DIVPJPShK2epwM1tUALWJ3Xlp0P29g/viewform
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175


Federal Notices 

“New Application Structure for NIH-Funded International Collaborations”  

“Implementation of NIH Research Security Policies”  

“NIH Publishes Plan to Drive Gold Standard Science”  

 

MEDIA 

“Mass Firing of Probationary Federal Employees Was Illegal, Judge Rules” 

“FDA leaders moving to abandon advisory committee reviews of specific new 

drugs” 

“Scientists decry NIH pledge to end some human fetal tissue research”  

“What can be done to defend science?” 

“New AAMC Report Highlights How Robust Funding for NIH Would Save Lives” 

“NIH outlines new system for awarding research grants to foreign scientists”  

 

MISC 

AHIP FYI: As of Sept. 1st, health insurers said they will continue to cover all 

vaccines recommended by the CDC’s advisory panel through the end of 2026, 

regardless of upcoming changes to the immunization schedule. This includes the 

updated COVID-19 and flu shots.  

 

The pledge comes as HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s newly restructured 

vaccine advisory panel, now filled with appointees lacking expertise in 

vaccinology. The committee met and took its first votes towards changing the 

schedule for childhood vaccines and voted to recommend against children under 

the age of 4 getting the combined measles, mumps, rubella, and varicella vaccine.  

 

Senate HELP Committee Chair Bill Cassidy (R-LA) has invited HHS Secretary 

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to speak with Senators one day after the Senate HELP 

Committee held a fiery hearing with the deposed head of the CDC. Director Susan 

Monarez testified that Secretary Kennedy is seeking more changes to the national 

vaccination policy and wanted her cooperation regardless of scientific evidence. As 

of right now, it doesn’t appear that Senator Cassidy is calling for a public hearing 

with Secretary Kennedy on the topic, as he simply requested that he respond by 

“speaking with committee members.” 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-155.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-154.html
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/nih-director/statements/nih-publishes-plan-drive-gold-standard-science?et_rid=888713204&et_cid=5729062
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Mass-Firing-of-Probationary-Federal-Employees-Was-Illegal-Judge-Rules-The-New-York-Times.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/FDA-leaders-moving-to-stop-advisory-committee-reviews-of-drugs-STAT.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/FDA-leaders-moving-to-stop-advisory-committee-reviews-of-drugs-STAT.pdf
https://www.science.org/content/article/scientists-decry-nih-pledge-end-some-human-fetal-tissue-research
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Nature-article-Defend-Science.pdf
https://www.aamc.org/news/press-releases/new-aamc-report-highlights-how-robust-funding-nih-would-save-lives
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NIH-releases-new-plan-for-awarding-foreign-research-grants-STAT.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/news/T2SRFUGOT0JK


 

*Thank you for your interest in these Academy updates. If you are not already part 

of a supporting Member department/society/company, please consider supporting 

our extensive advocacy efforts on behalf of this community through Membership. 

Please view this brief clip about The Value of the Academy, and view our 

supportive membership here. For additional membership details, we welcome you 

to connect with Josie Wilkinson Miller, at jwilkinson@acadrad.org.   

 

https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:at jwilkinson@acadrad.org.

