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THE ACADEMY ANNOUNCES 2025 INDUCTEES TO THE COUNCIL OF 

DISTINGUISHED INVESTIGATORS  

 

The Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research (The Academy) is 

pleased to announce that 48 investigators have been selected to receive the 

Academy’s 2025 Distinguished Investigator (DI) Award. This prestigious honor 

recognizes individuals for their outstanding contributions to medical imaging. This 

class will be welcomed as part of the broader Council, including a network of more 

than 500 imaging investigators.  

 

Dr. Krupinski, Co-Chair of the Academy’s Council for Distinguished Investigators, 

illustrates the prestige of this recognition: "The Distinguished Investigator awards 

represent more than individual recognition—they celebrate the pioneering 

scientists whose groundbreaking research advances diagnostic capabilities, 

improves patient outcomes, and shapes the future of medical imaging. These 

awards not only honor excellence but also inspire the next generation of 

researchers to push the boundaries of what's possible in radiology, ultimately 

benefiting patients worldwide through more precise, innovative, and accessible 

imaging technologies." 

 

“This year, as we welcome several alumni members of the Academy Council of 

Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI²) as part of this year's Distinguished 

Investigator Council, we are once again reminded of the importance of 

recognizing, encouraging and supporting the accomplishments of early career 

investigators. We are honored to acknowledge this transition for Drs. Farwell, 

Ippolito, Sheth, Sorace, Varga-Szemes, Wu and Yedavalli”. says Academy 

Executive Director Renee Cruea. 

 

This year’s cohort of Distinguished Investigators includes investigators from 

various institutions among the Academy’s membership - academic, industry, and 

societies. The goal of recognizing these imaging investigators is to highlight their 

accomplishments rather than qualifications. 

 

Each of the honorees nominated by academia or a member society has met the 

following criteria: 

• Primary professional appointment in an academic Department of 

Radiology. 

• Recipient of an MD, DO, and/or PhD degree(s). 

• Academic rank of at least Associate Professor or its equivalent. 

https://www.acadrad.org/award-description/
https://acadradresearch.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/Archives/EWJyctAdCepMlz7-csTvrt4BksIXsz-eXmRM0yNkSDqafw?e=QT9Vh2


 

• Sustained productivity, including at least 25 peer-reviewed scientific 

research publications in which the awardee is the first author or senior 

author.  

• Demonstrated accomplishments as an independent investigator with a 

substantial ongoing research program, including at least 6 cumulative 

years of funding as the Principal Investigator of a significant 

competitive extramural research grant. 

 

 Each of the honorees nominated by Industry has met the following criteria: 

 

• Primary professional role as an employee of one of the Academy’s industrial 

partners. 

• PhD, MS, MD, or DO degrees. 

• Holds a corporate title of Principal Scientist/ Engineer or higher. 

• Significant research and development contributions, demonstrated in either 

listed or attached patents OR attached vital papers. 

• Sustained productivity with at least ten high-impact patents for technologies 

that have demonstrated impact on patient outcomes or population health in 

radiology.  

• Demonstrated accomplishments in Industry with substantial ongoing research 

and development programs. (Have spent at least six cumulative years in 

charge of significant corporate research and development programs for 

products that have demonstrated an impact on patient outcomes or population 

health in radiology.) 

 

The class of 2025 will be inducted into the Academy’s Council of Distinguished Investigators during the 2025 

Annual Meeting of the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA). The ceremony and celebration, which 

will also honor Gold Medal Recipient Dr. Jonathan S. Lewin, MD, FACR, will take place in Chicago, Illinois, 

on Tuesday, December 2, 2025, from 3-5 PM CT at the McCormick Place Convention Center, room S105BC. 

 

For more information about the Academy’s Distinguished Investigator award, including future nomination 

information for 2025, find information here. If you have any questions regarding the council contact Josie 

Wilkinson Miller at jwilkinson@acadrad.org. 

 

Congratulations to the following 2025 Inductees: 

Nominating Society or Institution is reflected in this list.  

*Also, a member of the Academy Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI2) 

 

Manisha Bahl, MD, MPH, FSBI  Massachusetts General Hospital 

Ari M. Blitz, MD    Case Western Reserve University 

Christopher L. Brace, PhD   University of Wisconsin - Madison  

Tracy A. Butler, MD    Weill Cornell Medicine  

Abhijit J. Chaudhari, PhD   University of California, Davis 

Karen Drukker, PhD, MBA   University of Chicago  

Jacob Dubroff, MD, PhD    University of Pennsylvania 

Andreia Vasconcellos Faria, MD, PhD Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

Michael Farwell, MD*    University of Pennsylvania 

Robert R. Flavell, MD, PhD      University of California, San Francisco  

Thomas Foo, PhD    GE HealthCare 

Ali Gholipour-Baboli, PhD   University of California, Irvine 

Lidia Glodzik, MD, PhD   Weill Cornell Medicine 

https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Academy-Awards-Jonathan-Lewin-Gold-Medal.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/award-description/


 

Daniel A. Herzka, PhD    Case Western Reserve University 

Ansel T. Hillmer, PhD    University of Michigan 

Thomas A. Hope, MD    University of California, San Francisco 

Joseph E. Ippolito, MD, PhD*  Washington University in St. Louis 

Heidi Irma Louisa Jacobs, PhD  Massachusetts General Hospital  

Michelle James, PhD    Stanford University 

Stella K. Kang, MD, MSc   Columbia University Irving Medical Center  

Chien-Min Kao, PhD    University of Chicago 

Galateia J. Kazakia, PhD   University of California, San Francisco 

Natalia M. Kleinhans, PhD   University of Washington 

Elisa Konofagou, PhD    Columbia University Irving Medical Center 

Oliver Kripfgans, PhD    University of Michigan    

Paul F. Laeseke, MD, PhD   University of Wisconsin - Madison  

Miles Aaron Miller, PhD   Massachusetts General Hospital 

Katja Pinker-Domenig, MD, PhD  Columbia University Irving Medical Center  

James Grant Pipe, PhD    University of Wisconsin - Madison 

Richard J. Price, PhD    University of Virginia 

Qolamreza Ray Razlighi, PhD  Weill Cornell Medicine  

Hamid Sabet, PhD    Massachusetts General Hospital  

Anthony Edward Samir, MBBCH, MPH Massachusetts General Hospital  

Judith S. Sebolt-Leopold, PhD  University of Michigan 

Rahul Sheth, MD, FSIR*   The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Anna Sorace, PhD*     University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Xiankai Sun, PhD    University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

Dylan Tisdall, PhD    University of Pennsylvania 

Junichi Tokuda, PhD    Brigham and Women’s Hospital  

Roger Blake Hendricks Tootell, PhD   Massachusetts General Hospital 

Akos Varga-Szemes, MD, PhD*  Medical University of South Carolina 

Changning Wang, PhD   Massachusetts General Hospital 

Li Wang, PhD    University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Jia Wu, PhD     The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Shandong Wu, PhD*    University of Pittsburgh 

Shawn Liangzhong Xiang, PhD  University of California, Irvine 

Vivek Srikar Yedavalli, MD, MS*  Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

David C. Zhu, PhD    Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
       
 
 
       
 
 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


