Dear Academy Board,

The House Appropriations Committee has released the bill text of its FY26 LHHS
spending bill. The text can be found here, and the Committee's summary of the bill
is here.

In this draft Bill, there is NOT a cut to NIH. It appears to flat fund NIH at FY24
levels ($48 billion). If this draft holds, it reflects a rejection of the administration's

proposals to drastically cut NIH funding by 40%. It also does NOT consolidate
NIH ICs.

“Provides $48 billion for the National Institutes of Health, maintaining America's
edge in basic biomedical research for cures to cancer, Alzheimer's disease, and
rare diseases, and supports the Trump Administration's priority of increasing
research for other chronic diseases impacting Americans. Providing $48 billion in
funding to support biomedical research, a necessary counter to China’s growing
threat in basic science research.”

You may recall that the Senate Bill has a $400 million increase for NIH (+1%).

What happens next?

First, the House subcommittee markup is at Spm today. Second, on September 9th,
the full House will markup this bill. Then, the House and the

Senate Committees will come together in “Conference” to work

out their differences. In this case, as we know it, the difference for NIH is flat
funding (House) or a 400M (1%) increase (Senate).

We still do not know if Congress will pass the overall budget before Sept. 30th or
if we will end up with a CR. As we learn more, we will disseminate, but for now, it
appears that we may have dodged the cuts we had all been fearing would come. A
CR would hold the FY24 levels for NIH.

HHS, AHRQ, and CDC:

1. The House draft Bill includes a 6% overall cut to HHS, the proposed
elimination of AHRQ), significant cuts to CDC, and consolidation of some
CDC programs.

2. The House draft Bill cuts ARPA-H from 1.5B to 945M
3. The House draft Bill caps F&A at 30%


https://gw4inspab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G9u-H_aaF3290zCgrOHrirmIJw1ez5kZM9Q06_MHd4GgiqET-_GvBqdaBnnYXZG4nMdurWAPcFgDSf1yOA40TSjDCc9dLWgmuWWZTyhL3L2Epw8dbUH4BODSvrTK-CuecMfh7RzIsLUR_OGHHQkwVU29pN-dX9rroMQ_elYvB6BjUGAmu8GxjNB0AR_SYtnMUri0j82jhiRUHnzoo8wXgqiuMNfhzLv2y0AHLv1TX1Y7AxDc__edrX0BmnKfFTQTI0mcCRJi_mv4jIvkZmbE3TRgcv3C85QIOwLsP9go34szwqh8J7xCjSGiqew1FZjzEp_QGBo5zCx3GKg8xLzFfVcHujkh_4zCF86vDAqxduW6cRFm32xxHEnEjGvvwwvzX2QHapNpe4fqiSIVFOPH2w==&c=a3_CwU1Xp2G2tD-I36nrE7R2F0-k9U43Fasv-D9-Zo1Jf1RIdTpEqg==&ch=RSDKuN2s1cF1SA15Mmi1Z7imwe8cCzD6tZBTLxv_thjxdo-WPqjDsg==
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-appropriations.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/fy26-labor-health-and-human-services-education-and-related-agencies-subcommittee-summary.pdf

4. The House subcommittee will markup its bill today, Tuesday, September 2,

at 5:00 p.m. You can view the hearing here.

Keep in mind:

We need Congress to pay attention to the actions of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) and efforts by Russel Vought to interfere
with NIH priority setting. NIH must fund the most meritorious science.

Ensure that the distribution of a 5-year award into one year does not
negatively impact the number of new grants awarded.

Limit impoundment (which is illegal) and additional terminations at NIH

NIH grants are currently subject to political review (review of a grant after
scientific peer review by a political appointee with no scientific background)

Congress can act to prevent or limit the actions of OMB, but they will likely
need to make this statutory language for it to hold or have an impact. It is
unclear if Congress has the desire to do this.

*Thank you for your interest in these Academy updates. If you are not already part
of a supporting Member department/society/company, please consider supporting
our extensive advocacy efforts on behalf of this community through Membership.
Please view this brief clip about The Value of the Academy, and view our
supportive membership here. For additional membership details, we welcome you
to connect with Josie Wilkinson Miller, at jwilkinson@acadrad.org.



https://gw4inspab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G9u-H_aaF3290zCgrOHrirmIJw1ez5kZM9Q06_MHd4GgiqET-_GvBmZa9Obyzt70iWeOv3qqaDlkem0AB3nMrQo-1B7zFGiay7ynaipb-nZzb88_FI1Nq0xVjb7TdQZTgS1NT9EDTW0o4avVAmQZ_wqVXGBzmlH1bP4ClcbN2626e56a9_ZIhVW8ESDenDN45ZkmU_pMsy5njSL-DWlI2mL1qHm6BZzcSvZyoSG_jOQfAVv4stbM7oFlzOaDDpSPA2GwcTIiBa_YgRPSbcSewqlY0JLEp_2MpRXORo98okQ=&c=a3_CwU1Xp2G2tD-I36nrE7R2F0-k9U43Fasv-D9-Zo1Jf1RIdTpEqg==&ch=RSDKuN2s1cF1SA15Mmi1Z7imwe8cCzD6tZBTLxv_thjxdo-WPqjDsg==
https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:jwilkinson@acadrad.org.

