
 
 
 
 
 
April 24, 2026 
 
Academy Policy & Legislative Update  
 
Dear Academy friends,  
 
What to pay attention to: 
 
Dissemination of funds is slow out of NIH. You can track NIH extramural funding here, this 
site is updated every week.  
 
If you are expecting funding and have not received a response from your program officer, 
please let us know. The community is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared 
confidentially. You may also consider contacting your Member of Congress to share your 
situation. While NIH staff are working diligently to release funding, there appear to be 
additional challenges and approval requirements beyond the agency that may be contributing to 
delays.  
 
*We have heard that NCI will not be applying MYF to any R01’s this year. We are looking into 
how other ICs are applying MYF and if they share, we will communicate this. 
 
Appropriations Update & Links 
Democrats and Republicans continued to push back on the President’s FY27 budget request. On 
Tuesday, health secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testified before the Senate appropriations 
health subcommittee, where he was questioned by senators about how to address America’s 
most significant healthcare challenges amid a proposal to cut NIH by 12%.  
 
Both sides of the aisle have criticized the proposed budget. Senator Mike Rounds (R-SD) urged 
Secretary Kennedy to avoid cutting research projects aimed at curing diseases, and Senator 
Susan Collins (R-ME) expressed her dismay at the continued proposal to cap indirect costs at 
15%.  
 
Secretary Kennedy defended the budget in his response to Senator Patty Murray’s (D-Wash.) 
questioning about NIH cuts, explaining that research funding at NIH was being wasted on 
projects pertaining to gender diversity and minority groups.  
 
Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) shared her concerns about the budget’s funding levels, 
proposed reorganization of some programs, and loss of sight of the core mission, to which 
Secretary Kennedy reaffirmed his commitment to rural health.  

https://www.aamc.org/about-us/biomedical-research/publication/tracking-nih-funding?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4NjYyMzQ3fHwwfDB8MzExNzE1NDk5fDk1M3wwfDB8fDk2MDM5Nnww0


To read more, click here.  
 
The Academy is tracking developments as both the House and Senate appropriations 
processes move forward and will keep you informed. However please share this link with 
anyone in your department or society if they want to read how the appropriations process 
works. Click appropriations overview from the Congressional Research Service. 
 
The Science and Community Mapping Project released a report illustrating the potential 
aftermath of the President’s budget request, if it were to become law. According to the report, 
there would be a significant loss in economic activity and jobs. The President’s FY27 budget 
request would result in a projected $18 billion loss in economic activity, negatively impacting 
local economies, reducing investment in areas of need, and producing job losses of around 
60,000 positions on top of already eliminated NIH positions.  
To view the full report, click here.  
 
While cuts to research have been criticized by both sides of the aisle, some conservative groups 
still show strong opposition to DEI efforts in research and support for significant changes. For 
example, the National Association of Scholars announced its Prometheus Program this week. 
The program aims to combat the politicization of science by implementing reforms such as 
research influenced by DEI or with a DEI focus.  
To read more about this program, click here.  
 
Helpful Links: 
Congress' markup schedule was released with Labor-HHS markup set to begin in early June. 
Click here to view the full schedule. 
For polling data on where the American people stand on cuts to research, click here. 
 
To view the President’s budget request, click here.  
To view agency specific requests, click here.  
To track NIH budget updates, click here.  
To view obligation and award activity at NIH and other major science agencies, click here.  
To view Congressional justifications for each IC, click here.   
 
Request for Information (RFI): Inviting Comments and Suggestions on a Framework for 
the NIH-Wide Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2027-2031 
NIH invites input from stakeholders throughout the scientific research, advocacy, and clinical 
practice communities, as well as the general public, regarding the proposed framework for the 
FY27-FY31 NIH-Wide Strategic Plan.  
  
Comments will be accepted until May 26. Click here to submit comments.  
 
ARPA-H: We’re looking for small businesses with big ideas 
ARPA-H supports a comprehensive ecosystem for innovative health research and development 
projects. That includes nimble small businesses ready to solve the biggest problems in 

https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/STAT-GOP-Budget-Fy27.pdf
http://smartmailerclick.bisglobal.net/act_linkClick.aspx?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfDF8cmNydWVhQGFjYWRyYWQub3JnfDg2NjIzNDV8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY29uZ3Jlc3MuZ292L2Nycy1wcm9kdWN0L1I0NzEwNnwwfDB8MHw5NTN8MHwwfHw5NjAzOTZ8MQ2
https://scienceimpacts.org/?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDgyMzg0OTAwfC0xfG9uZWxzb25AYWNhZHJhZC5vcmd8ODY2MjM1MHx8MHwwfDMxMTY5ODM5NHw5NTN8MHwwfHw5NjAzOTZ8MA2
https://www.nas.org/report/the-prometheus-program/full-report/
https://mailchi.mp/c3a2a7a0ae36/cole-releases-fiscal-year-2027-markup-schedule?e=f1359524d8&source=email
https://unitedforcures.org/new-polling-reveals-strong-sustained-bipartisan-opposition-to-medical-research-funding-cuts
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/budget_fy2027.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/fy-2027-budget-in-brief.pdf
https://www.aaas.org/news/fy-2027-rd-appropriations-dashboard
https://sciencespending.org/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email#awards
https://officeofbudget.od.nih.gov/insti_center_subs.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/24/2026-05734/request-for-information-rfi-inviting-comments-and-suggestions-on-a-framework-for-the-nih-wide
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6998c3a23eb404a3e80e8212


health! Visit our small business webpage to read the latest draft solicitation with new topics for 
our Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR) programs. You can also sign up for a Proposers’ Day on June 11.  
 
Special FDA Discussion - Advancing Rare Disease Treatments: On Zoom next Thursday, 
April 30, at noon ET Research!America is hosting a webinar with Amy Comstock Rick, 
Associate Director for Rare Disease Strategy at the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research 
(CDER) and Director of Strategic Coalitions for the Rare Disease Innovation Hub at FDA. 
Amy, an emeritus board member of Research!America, will discuss FDA’s work to advance 
treatments for people living with rare diseases. This webinar is open to the public. Register 
here.  
 
MEDIA  
“Key GOP senators push back on Trump’s plan to cut NIH, reorganize HHS”  
 
“Where U.S. science has been hit the hardest after Trump’s first year” 
 
“Pace of NIH Funding Slows Further in Trump’s Second Year”  
 
“Lawmakers Question Publish-or-Perish Culture of Scientific Research” 
 
View the Academy’s Summary of Spring Events! Read about Hill Day, MedTech, and the 
Research Roundtable. 
 
Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding 
opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most 
recent.   
 
The Academy is moving June 1, 2026! Our new address will be: 910 Seventeenth Street, NW, 
Suite 960, Washington DC 20006. 
 
Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t 
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts 
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy 
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions, 
connect with Olivia Nelson at onelson@acadrad.org —we’d love to hear from you!  
 
 
 

https://engage.arpa-h.gov/e3t/Ctc/DP+113/d2RN5w04/VVnbzm2s_SXCW6Tj5K95dKCs3W15bp5B5NcvjYN78Lwt-3qgz0W7lCdLW6lZ3l4W68d5VM6DcMR8W6zvngs4nYW80W8x0j521HbyKYW36Jh8M1tfn-dW32z_Jw8sRSvwW8ChpnJ5RwHZqW1VB_6G144Vr1W8thjh77p37P2W4P44_T1c8bxnW5fSV_M3RY695W7jyQMC3BHjm7W4XXgFc7mHFVmV9VMNL8lg-HvW2HkDT465yf-hW57vPJz7k2dNRW1rjqS06Cs4rsW24tv0X6zP0WfVScMc62tpjxsW5N7bP97D7VwlW4_2wnb1BBZDFW5LqFRV8H0jlLN5TV25kgNh-WW95bHQJ2hspb5N7fbTP9-F6z6f3VQwcb04
https://engage.arpa-h.gov/e3t/Ctc/DP+113/d2RN5w04/VVnbzm2s_SXCW6Tj5K95dKCs3W15bp5B5NcvjYN78Lwt-3qgz0W7lCdLW6lZ3mJW5C0-sb8mnhS6W2GSR6f1RR6rVW5YjQBD4x8y20W7tVsw48Q2sttVl75S32zFGhrW4LKWS32BmQ-TW4KvDMS3GjGz0N7zmKNLnd5W6N3RKDwjXMQxGW44CdTB9grr5FW8c6C5m5Z8v4yW3w987t2xgwLSW1m558h1pYb1dN6C8JvBWg5JgW2HsYpZ19wd4YW4mmPSW5wS909W7DsCCf2_xzxCW2GDDJl2FxdhhV4-yqZ85mLp-W5nJc1w6Gfq8KW2kTMzt8v3SXKN2VTk3v-RrfCTz5VT8WNMHlW3WwnzM50gWZnf1gMHJF04
http://smartmailerclick.bisglobal.net/act_linkClick.aspx?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfDF8cmNydWVhQGFjYWRyYWQub3JnfDg2NjIzNTR8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmRhLmdvdi9hYm91dC1mZGEvY2VudGVyLWRydWctZXZhbHVhdGlvbi1hbmQtcmVzZWFyY2gtY2Rlci9hbXktY29tc3RvY2stcmlja3wwfDB8MHw5NTN8MHwwfHw5NjAzOTZ8MQ2
http://smartmailerclick.bisglobal.net/act_linkClick.aspx?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfDF8cmNydWVhQGFjYWRyYWQub3JnfDg2NjIzNTV8aHR0cHM6Ly91czAyd2ViLnpvb20udXMvd2ViaW5hci9yZWdpc3Rlci9XTl81ejREWkQta1R0Q2EtQzVKZHUteWlnIy9yZWdpc3RyYXRpb258MHwwfDB8OTUzfDB8MHx8OTYwMzk2fDE1
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/STAT-GOP-Budget-Fy27.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Wash-Post-Article.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/NYT-Pace-of-Funding-Article.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Inside-Higher-Ed-Publishing-Article.pdf
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.acadrad.org/
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