
 
 
 
 
 
May 29, 2026 
 
Academy Policy & Legislative Update  
 
Dear Academy friends,  
 
Things to Know 

• White House OMB proposed new rules that would give political appointees power 
over federal research grants to ensure alignment with the Trump administration’s 
priorities. 

• The AAMC released its report on multiyear funding for NIH research grants, 
examining FY2024-FY2026 data to better understand this funding mechanism.  

• Regarding NIH Slow Spend: Members are starting to pay attention. Senators Dave 
McCormick (R-Pa.) and John Fetterman (D-Pa.) sent a letter to NIH Director Dr. 
Bhattacharya urging him to accelerate the pace of grantmaking.  

• Slow trickle of NOFOs from NIH. 
 

White House OMB Proposes Political Oversight of Federal Grants 
PROPOSAL OPEN FOR COMMENTS 

• Grants political appointees’ authority to award and terminate grants.  
• Allow the elimination of grants at any time for any reason.  
• Peer Review is no longer binding. 
• Every conference a researcher wishes to attend, using grant funds, must be pre-approved 

by the agency and written into the award at the time it is made. 
• Does not include a 15% cap on indirect research costs. The document suggests they may 

issue an RFI specific to an indirect costs cap in the future.  
• The proposal is open for public comment for 45 days. Comments can be made here.  

To learn more… 
• Click here for the article from Inside Higher Ed. 
• Click here for an article from former program officer, Elizabeth Ginexi. 

 
NIH Information 
The Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) released its report on the NIH’s use of 
multiyear funding from FY2024 to FY2026. View the Data Brief here.   
Read more about the shift to multiyear funding and its impact here.  
 
Track NIH extramural funding here.  
Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 

https://www.regulations.gov/document/OMB-2026-0034-0001
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/OMB-Proposes-Rules-Establishing-Political-Oversight-of-Grants.pdf
https://elizabethginexi.substack.com/p/summary-of-key-changes-in-ombs-proposed
https://www.aamc.org/about-us/biomedical-research/publication/multiyear-funding-nih-research-grants
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NIHs-Use-of-Multiyear-Funding-Grants-Poses-Research-Risks.pdf
https://www.aamc.org/about-us/biomedical-research/publication/tracking-nih-funding?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4NjYyMzQ3fHwwfDB8MzExNzE1NDk5fDk1M3wwfDB8fDk2MDM5Nnww0
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/400


Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 
Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC 
Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request 
**If you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know. The community 
is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.  
 
Advocacy Works!  
After hearing from constituents, Sens. Dave McCormick (R-Pa.) and John Fetterman (D-Pa.) 
sent a letter on May 21 to NIH Director Dr. Jay Bhattacharya urging him to accelerate the pace 
of grantmaking. Read the letter here.  
 
JOIN THESE HEARINGS/DISCUSSIONS: 
Friday, June 5, 8 am ET 
The subcommittee markup of the House Labor-HHS bill, which provides funding for NIH. This 
date/time is subject to change. Click here for the livestream link.  
 
Tuesday, June 9, 11 am ET 
The full committee markup of the House Labor-HHS bill. This date/time is subject to change. 
Click here for the livestream link. 
 
Nominations for the Academy’s Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI2) 
are Open! This opportunity is open to Academy members.  
Click here to access the nomination form.  

• The front page of the form has important information on the nomination process, 
eligibility/expectations. Please review before filling out the form.  

• For additional information, visit the CECI2 homepage.  
• Click here to watch a video about the CECI2 program.  
• Nominations will remain open until July 31st. 

Please reach out with any questions you have about the nomination process.  
 
Research!America Webinar Series for Student Researchers & Early Career Scientists  
This webinar series will equip student researchers and early-career scientists with the 
perspectives, tools, and networks needed to thrive in science. 
These webinars are open to early career individuals in biomedical, public health, or other health 
and science-related disciplines, including undergraduates; including graduate students in 
Master’s, PhD, MD, PharmD, or similar degree programs; recent graduates; Postdocs/Fellows; 
and early-career employees. Learn more and register here.  
 
ARPA-H is Hiring Program Managers  
Program Managers identify key problems in health today and envision revolutionary solutions. 
For more information on the position and applying, click here.  
 
FDA AI/ML (Research) Fellowship Opportunity 

https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/401
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/reports/the-economic-impact-of-proposed-cuts-to-the-nih-budget/
https://www.mccormick.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/5.21.26-McCormick-Fetterman-Letter-re-FY26-NIH-Grants.pdf?sm_guid=OTc1NTUyfDgyMzg0OTAwfC0xfG9uZWxzb25AYWNhZHJhZC5vcmd8ODc0NzMwN3x8MHwwfDMxNjY1MDAwNHw5NTN8MHwwfHwxODA0MjA4fDA1
https://www.youtube.com/live/NzRvxL2m-Oc
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/markups/full-committee-markup-fiscal-year-2027-labor-health-and-human-services-education
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form_edit.php?org_id=ACAD&fid=10373237
https://www.acadrad.org/council-of-early-career-investigators-in-imaging-ceci/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CTGZ3EHYb0&t=1s
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1ENzwjETmF/
https://arpa-h.gov/careers/program-managers?utm_campaign=40230740-Vitals&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rw02MQCUlnBC25lZU3Z-TITkLU_a8kIRZjrINL6DZUfEyFcvFsvT36Cv5FLnMyfxiPrjR267Z_C5b6p5z52DI3ehynw&_hsmi=421076071&utm_content=421076069&utm_source=hs_email


The ideal candidate would be interested in the intersection of clinical medical imaging, real 
world radiology AI, and regulatory science. For more information and the application, click 
here.  
 
Why is advocacy important?  
I am pleased to share the Academy advocacy video (linked here), featuring imaging researchers 
discussing the vital importance of their research and the critical impact of sustained federal 
investment in research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Please feel free to share this 
video! 
 
MEDIA  
“Scholarly Publishing Costs Under Scrutiny by Trump Administration” 
 
“They Got the Best NIH Scores of Their Careers. A Year Later, They Still Don’t Have 
Funding.” 
 
“MIT president: Why so many optimistic scientists are losing heart”  
 
View the Academy’s Summary of Spring Events! Read about Hill Day, MedTech, and the 
Research Roundtable. 
 
Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding 
opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most 
recent.   
 
Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t 
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts 
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy 
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions, 
connect with Olivia Nelson at onelson@acadrad.org —we’d love to hear from you!  
 
 
 

https://www.zintellect.com/Opportunity/Details/FDA-CDRH-2026-0011
https://www.zintellect.com/Opportunity/Details/FDA-CDRH-2026-0011
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oWwUDtRAl0
https://www.aip.org/fyi/scholarly-publishing-costs-under-scrutiny-by-trump-administration?mcid=2fb4a739a4&utm_source=AIP_newsletter&utm_source=email
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Chronicle-of-Higher-Ed-NIH-Scores.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Chronicle-of-Higher-Ed-NIH-Scores.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Scientific-pipeline-may-run-dry-warns-MIT-president-STAT.pdf
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:onelson@acadrad.org

