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Academy Policy & Legislative Update

Dear Academy friends,

First things first!
Nominations for the Academy’s Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI?)
are Open! This opportunity is open to Academy members. See links and details below.

Things to Know

New Resource for Writing Comments! The Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology has created a simple tool to help you prepare and submit a
comment in just three steps. Access it here.

Academy Summary and Guidance to Proposed OMB Rule

o Comprehensive guide to date on the proposed OMB rule. Resources linked below.

o Comment period closes on July 13™! Make your voice heard.

o All requests for an extension on the timeframe to comment have been denied.
Minority Members of Committee on Energy & Commerce sent a letter to NIH
Director, expressing their fears regarding the proposed OMB rule. Click here to view the
letter.

New Request for Information: Measuring and Rewarding Scientific Impact (NOT-
OD-26-087). NIH is engaging stakeholders to define incentives and indicators. View the
RFTI here.

Ranking Member Robert Garcia Releases Report on Betrayal of MAHA, suggesting
that research has been undermined. Click here to view the report.

OMB Proposed “Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance” Rule Resources

New Resource for Writing Comments!
The Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology has created a simple tool to
help you prepare and submit a comment in just three steps. The steps are as follows:

1.

2.

Take a short quiz about how the proposed rule would affect you, your organization, or
your research.

It will create a letter based on your responses. Download and customize your letter. You
can personalize it with examples, experiences, and concerns.

Submit your comment. There is an official submission portal to directly submit.


https://www.faseb.org/science-policy-and-advocacy/comment-on-omb-proposed-rule
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Academy-Membership-Summary-of-OMB-Rule-and-Action-6.4.26.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/OMB-2026-0034
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/letter-to-hhs-on-nih-re-omb-uniform-guidance-proposed-rule.pdf
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/letter-to-hhs-on-nih-re-omb-uniform-guidance-proposed-rule.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-087.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-087.html
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2026-06-23cogrdemspublichealthreport.pdf

This 1s a quick, simple way to defend scientific research. Access the tool here and make your
comment today.

Academy Summary and Guidance to Proposed OMB Rule

Other Summaries for Your Reference
e (CRD Associates: Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance Proposed Rule Summary

e OMB Proposed Revisions to the Uniform Guidance: Key Takeaways for Award
Recipient Organizations | Insights | Ropes & Gray LLP

Leave a comment! Visit hitps://www.regulations.cov/docket/OMB-2026-0034.
e Comment period closes on July 13, 2026, at 11:59 pm ET.

How to Craft Your Comment

e Examples of Comments:
= Sample OMB Response from Academy Leadership.
= Sample Comment from Dr. Elizabeth Ginexi.
e Detailed Guidance on Making Comments:
= Comment suggestions and tips from former NIH program officer Elizabeth
Ginexi.
e Provides guidance for comments from individuals, as well as
universities and institutions.
= Stand Up for Science Guide to Writing Public Comments.
= FAQ on Leaving a Comment (Including Privacy Information).

Call & Email Your Representatives
e Call your representatives (provided by Stand Up for Science).

e FEmail your representatives (provided by Stand Up for Science).
e Stop OMB from Erasing Federal Research (AGU).

A Brief Memo from the Academy on the OMB Proposed Rule and DEI
e [sthe OMB Proposed Rule Only About DEI?

NIH Information

Letter from Minority Members of Committee on Energy & Commerce to NIH Director
On Monday, Representatives Pallone, DeGette, and Clarke sent a letter to Dr. Jay Bhattacharya
regarding the proposed OMB overhaul of Uniform Guidance for Federal Assistance. The letter
expressed their concerns with the proposed rule and its potential consequences, including their
fear that it will undermine science, result in fewer cures and clinical trials, and lead to greater
exposure to public health hazards. The letter also requests information on NIH’s involvement,
review, and potential forecasting of the proposed rule’s impact.



https://www.faseb.org/science-policy-and-advocacy/comment-on-omb-proposed-rule
https://www.faseb.org/science-policy-and-advocacy/comment-on-omb-proposed-rule
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Academy-Membership-Summary-of-OMB-Rule-and-Action-6.4.26.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Summary-OMB-Regulation-for-Federal-Financial-Assistance-Proposed-Rule_CRD.pdf
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/insights/alerts/2026/06/omb-proposed-revisions-to-the-uniform-guidance-key-takeaways-for-award-recipient-organizations?sm_guid=OTc4MjQ2fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4Nzc0NTQ2fHwwfDB8MzE4MjM5ODQ1fDk1M3wwfDB8fDE4MDY5MTF8MA2
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/insights/alerts/2026/06/omb-proposed-revisions-to-the-uniform-guidance-key-takeaways-for-award-recipient-organizations?sm_guid=OTc4MjQ2fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4Nzc0NTQ2fHwwfDB8MzE4MjM5ODQ1fDk1M3wwfDB8fDE4MDY5MTF8MA2
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/OMB-2026-0034
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Sample-OMB-response-from-Academy-Leadership.pdf
https://elizabethginexi.substack.com/p/my-public-comment-on-proposed-omb?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=6018767&post_id=201614459&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=qexww&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://elizabethginexi.substack.com/p/what-we-need-to-do-next-ombs-proposed?utm_source=substack&utm_campaign=post_embed&utm_medium=web
https://elizabethginexi.substack.com/p/what-we-need-to-do-next-ombs-proposed?utm_source=substack&utm_campaign=post_embed&utm_medium=web
https://www.standupforscience.foundation/policy-and-advocacy/the-sufs-guide-to-writing-public-comments
https://www.regulations.gov/faq
https://fight2win.standupforscience.net/campaign/163674/
https://fight2win.standupforscience.net/campaign/163673/
https://agu.quorum.us/campaign/163877/
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Is-the-OMB-Proposed-Rule-Only-About-DEI.pdf

Read the letter here.

Request for Information: Measuring and Rewarding Scientific Impact (NOT-OD-26-087)
The request states that the NIH seeks to incentivize and reward rigorous research, and to align
its measures of success with its core mission of generating knowledge that enhances health,
lengthens life, and reduces illness and disability. NIH is engaging stakeholders in defining
indicators and incentives, such as:

e Rigor and Reproducibility.
Data, Software, and Model Sharing.
Training and Mentorship.
Collaboration.
Entrepreneurship and Translation.
Foundational Scientific Exploration.
Public.
View the RFI here.

Comments are due August 19, 2026.

Upcoming Hearing:
Tuesday, June 30", at 10 am ET, the House Appropriations Committee is having an Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Oversight Hearing. Click here for the streaming link.

Ranking Member Robert Garcia Releases Report on Betrayal of MAHA
Representative Garcia, Ranking Member of the Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, released a report detailing how the Trump Administration has broken its “Make
America Healthy Again” promises. One of the key findings of the report is that the Trump
Administration has undermined research that fights chronic and deadly diseases.

For the full report, click here.

Request for Information: Proposal to Cap the Number of Simultaneous Research Project
Grants per Principal Investigator (NOT-OD-26-086)
The proposed policy seeks to maximize scientific productivity and innovation by enabling the
NIH to support more investigators. The RFI cites a study that suggests diminishing returns as
grant funding for individuals increases and suggests that limiting the number of grants per PI
would:

e Broaden funding distribution across geographic regions & institutions.

e Support more PIs and institutions.

e Strengthen the biomedical workforce.

e Improve oversight of research progress.
View the RFI here.
To read more about this RFI, click here.


https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/letter-to-hhs-on-nih-re-omb-uniform-guidance-proposed-rule.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-087.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3SIAqhR59A
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2026-06-23cogrdemspublichealthreport.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-086.html
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/NIH-grant-cap-proposal-revives-debate-on-fair-distribution-of-funding-STAT.pdf

Comments are due August 3, 2026. Submit comments here.

NIH Resources

Track NIH extramural funding here.

Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC

Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request

**If you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know. The community
is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.

New Request for Information on Prescription Drug Pricing Policy

The Senate Finance Committee minority staff issued an RFI on prescription drug pricing policy.
In it, there are extensive references to the NIH and questions related to potential new funding
mechanisms and revenue streams for the agency.

To view the full request for information, click here. Comment submissions close August 17,
2026.

Nominations for the Academy’s Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI?)
are Open! This opportunity is open to Academy members.
Click here to access the nomination form.

e The front page of the form includes important information on the nomination process and

eligibility/expectations. Please review before filling out the form.

e For additional information, visit the CECI> homepage.

e Click here to watch a video about the CECI? program.

e Nominations will remain open until July 31%.

Please reach out with any questions you have about the nomination process.

Why is advocacy important?

I am pleased to share the Academy advocacy video (linked here), featuring imaging researchers
discussing the vital importance of their research and the critical impact of sustained federal
investment in research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Please feel free to share this
video!

MEDIA
“Health equity researchers fear unseen level of scrutiny under White House proposal.”

“I Served on Grant Review Panels for 12 Years. Let’s Not Romanticize NIH Peer Review.”

(Opinion)

“What does it mean to be a scientist, and who gets to decide?”



https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a1f200c6e0a7544e30b3f12
https://www.aamc.org/about-us/biomedical-research/publication/tracking-nih-funding?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4NjYyMzQ3fHwwfDB8MzExNzE1NDk5fDk1M3wwfDB8fDk2MDM5Nnww0
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/400
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/401
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/reports/the-economic-impact-of-proposed-cuts-to-the-nih-budget/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/061626_sfc_drug_pricing_rfi.pdf
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form_edit.php?org_id=ACAD&fid=10373237
https://www.acadrad.org/council-of-early-career-investigators-in-imaging-ceci/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CTGZ3EHYb0&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oWwUDtRAl0
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Health-disparity-researchers-see-a-threat-in-new-rules-on-NIH-grants-_-STAT.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/I-Served-on-Grant-Review-Panels-for-12-Years.-Lets-Not-Romanticize-NIH-Peer-Review.-_-MedPage-Today.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/I-Served-on-Grant-Review-Panels-for-12-Years.-Lets-Not-Romanticize-NIH-Peer-Review.-_-MedPage-Today.pdf
https://medium.com/science-policy-in-a-snap/what-does-it-mean-to-be-a-scientist-and-who-gets-to-decide-158f971112b0

View the Academy’s Summary of Spring Events! Read about Hill Day, MedTech, and the
Research Roundtable.

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding

opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most
recent.

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions,
connect with Olivia Nelson at onelson(@acadrad.org —we’d love to hear from you!



https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:onelson@acadrad.org

