
 

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2026 

 

Academy Policy & Legislative Update  

 

Dear Academy friends,  

 

Things to Know 

• Only 3 days left to comment on proposed OMB rule! The comment period closes on 

Monday, July 13th at 11:59 pm ET. Use our comment creation resources below and make 

your voice heard. 

• Nominate an early career investigator for the Academy’s Council of Early Career 

Investigators in Imaging (CECI2)! Learn more here and nominate today. Nominations 

are due by July 31st.  

• Five Available Funding Opportunities for NIH PRIMED-AI Program see below 

• All NIH IC websites will be consolidated into one site soon. Be sure to grab the contact 

information for your program officer ASAP!  

• Proposed OMB Rule Receives Pushback from Both Sides of the Aisle. Senate 

Appropriations Committee Chair Susan Collins (R-ME) sent a letter to OMB criticizing 

proposed rule. Senate Democratic Caucus sent a letter as well. Click here to read more.  

• New Society! The International Society for Engineering Health (ISEH). Learn more 

about ISEH here. Register for the September 10-11, 2026, meeting here.  

 

OMB Proposed “Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance” Rule News & Resources 

 

View the Academy guide for the proposed OMB rule, highlighting key provisions, impact 

examples for the imaging community, and comment creation tools. View the guide here.  

 

Proposed OMB Rule Receives Pushback from Both Sides of the Aisle  

The proposed OMB rule is receiving strong criticism from both Republicans and Democrats. 

Lawmakers have expressed that this rule would make it harder for individuals to receive grant 

funds, impose burdensome requirements on grant recipients, and undermine biomedical 

research.  

• Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) criticized the proposed OMB rule. In her letter to the 

OMB, Collins requested the removal of some key provisions and the extension of the 

comment period.  

• Several Democrats, called for the retraction of the proposed rule in a letter to the OMB, 

citing an overreach of OMB’s authority. Read more here.  

 

How to Craft Your Comment  

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/OMB-2026-0034
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/OMB-2026-0034
https://www.acadrad.org/council-of-early-career-investigators-in-imaging-ceci/
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form_edit.php?org_id=ACAD&fid=10373237
https://www.aip.org/newsletter/0000019f-3d40-d0a4-abbf-7dc2e1d90000
https://www.engineeringhealth.org/
https://www.engineeringhealth.org/events-1/first-annual-summit-on-engineering-the-elimination-of-diseases
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Academy-Guide-OMB-RULE-Key-Provisions-and-Impact.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/sen-collins-asks-omb-to-withdraw-parts-of-grant-rule-extend-comment-period?sm_guid=MTAxNTY3Nnw4MjM4NDkwMHwtMXxvbmVsc29uQGFjYWRyYWQub3JnfDg4NTU0MTZ8fDB8MHwzMjI1MjAzMzF8OTUzfDB8MHx8MTg0NDc5Nnww0
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/260701_OMB_Grants_ProposedRule.pdf
https://www.aip.org/newsletter/0000019f-3d40-d0a4-abbf-7dc2e1d90000


• Detailed Guidance on Making Comments:  

▪ Comment suggestions and tips from former NIH program officer Elizabeth 

Ginexi.  

▪ Stand Up for Science Guide to Writing Public Comments.  

▪ FAQ on Leaving a Comment (Including Privacy Information).  

 

A Brief Memo from the Academy on the OMB Proposed Rule and DEI  

• Is the OMB Proposed Rule Only About DEI?  

 

NIH Information  

 

Five Available Funding Opportunities for NIH PRIMED-AI Program 

The PRIMED-AI program seeks to develop innovative, reliable, and cost-effective AI-based 

tools that integrate clinical imaging with other health data types to enhance personalized 

medicine for patients with chronic and other health conditions. PRIMED-AI will be a uniquely 

synergistic, catalytic, cross‐cutting way of transforming the delivery of precision medicine 

through the emerging medical AI landscape. 

 

For more information, click here.  

View all 5 funding opportunities here.  

 

Request for Information: Measuring and Rewarding Scientific Impact (NOT-OD-26-087) 

The request states that the NIH seeks to incentivize and reward rigorous research, and to align 

its measures of success with its core mission of generating knowledge that enhances health, 

lengthens life, and reduces illness and disability. NIH is engaging stakeholders in defining 

indicators and incentives, such as: 

• Rigor and Reproducibility. 

• Data, Software, and Model Sharing. 

• Training and Mentorship.  

• Collaboration. 

• Entrepreneurship and Translation.  

• Foundational Scientific Exploration.  

• Public.  

View the RFI here.  

Comments are due August 19, 2026. Submit comments here.  

 

Request for Information: Proposal to Cap the Number of Simultaneous Research Project 

Grants per Principal Investigator (NOT-OD-26-086) 

The proposed policy seeks to maximize scientific productivity and innovation by enabling the 

NIH to support more investigators. The RFI cites a study that suggests diminishing returns as 

grant funding for individuals increases and suggests that limiting the number of grants per PI 

would:  

• Broaden funding distribution across geographic regions & institutions.  

https://elizabethginexi.substack.com/p/what-we-need-to-do-next-ombs-proposed?utm_source=substack&utm_campaign=post_embed&utm_medium=web
https://elizabethginexi.substack.com/p/what-we-need-to-do-next-ombs-proposed?utm_source=substack&utm_campaign=post_embed&utm_medium=web
https://www.standupforscience.foundation/policy-and-advocacy/the-sufs-guide-to-writing-public-comments
https://www.regulations.gov/faq
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Is-the-OMB-Proposed-Rule-Only-About-DEI.pdf
https://commonfund.nih.gov/primed-ai
https://commonfund.nih.gov/primed-ai
https://commonfund.nih.gov/primed-ai/funding-opportunities
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-087.html
https://osp.od.nih.gov/comment-form-measuring-and-rewarding-scientific-impact/


• Support more PIs and institutions. 

• Strengthen the biomedical workforce.  

• Improve oversight of research progress.  

View the RFI here. 

To read more about this RFI, click here.    

 

Comments are due August 3, 2026, at 11:59 pm ET. Submit comments here.  

 

NIH Resources 

Track NIH extramural funding here.  

Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 

Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 

Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC 

Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request 

**If you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know. The community 

is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.  

 

New Request for Information on Prescription Drug Pricing Policy  

The Senate Finance Committee minority staff issued an RFI on prescription drug pricing policy. 

In it, there are extensive references to the NIH and questions related to potential new funding 

mechanisms and revenue streams for the agency.   

 

To view the full request for information, click here. Comment submissions close August 17, 

2026.  

 

New Society: The International Society for Engineering Health (ISEH) 

This society was established with the bold purpose of eliminating some targeted diseases 

through technological innovation. The first meeting is planned for September 10-11, 2026, at 

Rice University in Houston. Learn more about ISEH here. Register for the September meeting 

here.  

 

Nominations for the Academy’s Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI2) 

are Open! This opportunity is open to Academy members.  

Click here to access the nomination form.  

• The front page of the form includes important information on the nomination process and 

eligibility/expectations. Please review before filling out the form.  

• For additional information, visit the CECI2 homepage.  

• Click here to watch a video about the CECI2 program.  

• Nominations will remain open until July 31st. 

Please reach out with any questions you have about the nomination process.  

 

Why is advocacy important?  

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-086.html
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/NIH-grant-cap-proposal-revives-debate-on-fair-distribution-of-funding-STAT.pdf
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a1f200c6e0a7544e30b3f12
https://www.aamc.org/about-us/biomedical-research/publication/tracking-nih-funding?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4NjYyMzQ3fHwwfDB8MzExNzE1NDk5fDk1M3wwfDB8fDk2MDM5Nnww0
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/400
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/401
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/reports/the-economic-impact-of-proposed-cuts-to-the-nih-budget/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/061626_sfc_drug_pricing_rfi.pdf
https://www.engineeringhealth.org/_files/ugd/ea9617_80228063d89349569f48949fb361f8ed.pdf
https://www.engineeringhealth.org/
https://www.engineeringhealth.org/events-1/first-annual-summit-on-engineering-the-elimination-of-diseases
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/form_edit.php?org_id=ACAD&fid=10373237
https://www.acadrad.org/council-of-early-career-investigators-in-imaging-ceci/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CTGZ3EHYb0&t=1s


I am pleased to share the Academy advocacy video (linked here), featuring imaging researchers 

discussing the vital importance of their research and the critical impact of sustained federal 

investment in research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Please feel free to share this 

video! 

 

MEDIA 

“Admissions to top PhD programs down 15% amid federal funding cuts, uncertainty” 

 

“Decline of PhD Admissions Could Imperil a ‘Generation of New Talent’” 

 

“Trump administration pursues more durable changes to science policy after setbacks in court” 

 

“Don’t abolish the NIH. Fix it.” (Opinion) 
 

“A Proposed Rule Would Politicize Medical Research. Scientists Are Not Happy.”  

 

View the Academy’s Summary of Spring Events! Read about Hill Day, MedTech, and the 

Research Roundtable. 

 

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding 

opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most 

recent.   

 

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t 

yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts 

and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy 

in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions, 

connect with Olivia Nelson at onelson@acadrad.org —we’d love to hear from you!  

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oWwUDtRAl0
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Admissions-to-top-PhD-programs-down-15-amid-federal-funding-cuts-uncertainty-The-Washington-Post.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Research-Universities-Are-Admitting-Fewer-Ph.D.s-a-Bad-Sign-for-Science-The-New-York-Times.pdf
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Lessons-learned_-OMB-changes-tactics-in-control-of-science-_-STAT.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/dont-abolish-nih-fix-monica-bertagnolli-bw0ze/
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/A-Proposed-Rule-Would-Politicize-Medical-Research.-Scientists-Are-Not-Happy.-The-New-York-Times.pdf
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts_print.php?iid=212900185&org_id=ACAD
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:onelson@acadrad.org

