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Dear Academy friends,

THINGS TO KNOW

The Academy will host a NIH virtual presentation on the funding opportunities on
August 7% at 11 am ET. View the flyer here and register to attend here.

OMB Uniform Guidance: Please consider contacting your lawmakers to share your
submitted comments and concerns. Use this new tool from FASEB to quickly and easily
reach out.

NIH Funding Update: Senate appropriators are nearing a bipartisan deal on the CR.
Academy Updates: Distinguished Investigator Nominations are OPEN! Learn more
here.

ARPA-H launches FASTPASS, a new program to speed up pharmaceutical quality and
safety screening.

August Recess Memo: A guide to district meetings with your Members of Congress.
Click here to learn about ways to engage and prepare for meetings.

CECI? Nominations are closed. We will announce the 2026-2027 class in early
September. Thank you to all who nominated!

Key Dates

Aug. 3 NIH RFI on limiting simultaneous research project grants closes
Aug. 7 NIH Funding Opportunities Virtual Presentation/11am ET. Register
Aug. 17 Prescription drug pricing RFI comments due

Aug. 19 NIH RFI on measuring and rewarding scientific impact closes

Sep. 4 Distinguished Investigator nominations due

OMB Federal Grantmaking Rule

The comment period for the proposed OMB rule closed on July 13", so focus has now shifted to
Congress. Senate Appropriators are negotiating a bipartisan continuing resolution, and the rule
has become a point of contention in those talks. Senate Appropriations Chair Susan Collins said
Thursday she hopes the CR presents an opportunity to delay the rule, citing hundreds of
thousands of public comments against it from a wide range of groups.


https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Academy-NIH-PRIMED-AI-Flyer-08.07.26.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_S3JbH9YQS9CvTXpO7NCCcw#/registration
https://www.faseb.org/science-policy-and-advocacy/congressional-outreach-on-omb-proposed-rule
https://www.acadrad.org/award-description/
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Academy-2026-August-Recess-Memo.pdf
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a1f200c6e0a7544e30b3f12
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Academy-NIH-PRIMED-AI-Flyer-08.07.26.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-087.html
https://osp.od.nih.gov/comment-form-measuring-and-rewarding-scientific-impact/
https://www.acadrad.org/award-description/

Academy Action: If you submitted comments on the proposed rule, we encourage you to share
them with your Members of Congress. They need to know more about the impact. Here’s a
template you can use when sharing your comments. Need contact information or have
questions? Please contact Olivia Nelson.

NIH Updates

HHS Releases New Government Policy for Stopping High-Risk Life Science

This comprehensive framework prohibits federally supported dangerous gain-of-function
(DGOF) research while establishing stronger oversight for life sciences research that could pose
significant risks to public health, biosecurity, or national security. Read more.

NIH Funding

Last week, the House passed a continuing resolution by a vote of 220-205, which would fund
the government from Oct. 1 through Dec. 4. This bill faces an uncertain path in the Senate,
where 60 votes are needed to pass.

August recess 1s scheduled from Aug 6- September 14 with the House already out until the end
of August. Trump demanded the Senate cancel its recess entirely until the SAVE America Act
passes with several GOP senators vowing to formally object to adjournment. Majority Leader
John Thune remains skeptical there’s a path to win the vote even if the chamber stays in
session, making it likely the Senate leaves on schedule regardless.

As of Thursday, Senate appropriators are nearing a bipartisan deal on the CR, with Collins
expecting text as soon as Friday and Thune aiming for a floor vote next week before August
recess. Read more.

Upcoming Academy Webinar: NIH Session on Funding Opportunities

Join us on August 7" at 11 am ET to learn about the NIH Common Fund’s Precision Medicine
in Al: Integrating Imaging with Multimodal Data (PRIMED-AI) program. This webinar will
provide an overview of the PRIMED-AI program, information on the five available funding
opportunities, and an opportunity for Q&A at the end.

View the flyer here.
Register here.

NIH Hosting a Webinar on Unified Funding Strategy

NIH leadership is hosting a webinar on Friday, Aug. 14, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. ET during
which they will provide more details on the agency’s Unified Funding Strategy. You can
register and pre-submit questions here.
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ARPA-H Update

ARPA-H announced FASTPASS (Fast Assessment of Solutions, Therapeutics,
Pharmaceuticals, and Supplies), a new program aimed at next-generation pharmaceutical
screening technology to catch substandard or contaminated medicine before it reaches patients.
The program will use non-contact sensing tools to let inspectors screen shipments in near real-
time, through the packaging, and is seeking performers with expertise in spectroscopy, machine
learning, pharmaceutical chemistry, and hardware engineering. The formal solicitation is
expected in mid-August; in the meantime, a virtual Proposer Workshop is scheduled for Aug.
24 (registration required by Aug. 20, 12pm ET).

Click here to learn more information.

Requests for Information

Request for Information: Proposal to Cap the Number of Simultaneous Research Project
Grants per Principal Investigator (NOT-OD-26-086)
The proposed policy seeks to maximize scientific productivity and innovation by enabling the
NIH to support more investigators. The RFI cites a study that suggests diminishing returns as
grant funding for individuals increases and suggests that limiting the number of grants per PI
would:

e Broaden funding distribution across geographic regions and institutions.

e Support more Pls and institutions.

e Strengthen the biomedical workforce.

e Improve oversight of research progress.
View the RFI here.
To read more about this RFI, click here.

Comments are due August 3, 2026, at 11:59 pm ET. Submit comments here.

New Request for Information on Prescription Drug Pricing Policy

The Senate Finance Committee minority staff issued an RFI on prescription drug pricing policy.
In it, there are extensive references to the NIH and questions related to potential new funding

mechanisms and revenue streams for the agency. To view the RFI, click here.

Comments are due August 17, 2026. Submit written comments to drugs@finance.senate.gov.

Request for Information: Measuring and Rewarding Scientific Impact (NOT-OD-26-087)
The request states that the NIH seeks to incentivize and reward rigorous research, and to align
its measures of success with its core mission of generating knowledge that enhances health,
lengthens life, and reduces illness and disability. NIH is engaging stakeholders in defining
indicators and incentives, such as:

e Rigor and Reproducibility.

e Data, Software, and Model Sharing.

e Training and Mentorship.
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Collaboration.

Entrepreneurship and Translation.
Foundational Scientific Exploration.
Public Impact.

View the RFI here.
Comments are due August 19, 2026. Submit comments here.

NIH Resources
e Track NIH extramural funding here.
e Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month
e Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month
o Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC
e Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request

**If you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know.
The community is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.

Academy Updates

Council of Distinguished Investigators Nominations are Open!
This opportunity is open to Academy members.

e C(lick here to access the website with essential information and nomination forms.
e Review eligibility and expectations before submitting.
e Nominations close September 4.

August Recess Memo

Every August, Members of Congress leave Washington and return home for their district work
period — commonly known as “August Recess.” This is one of the most accessible times of
year to sit face-to-face with your Representative or Senators, or their staff, outside the noise of
Capitol Hill. They are in your community, and they need to hear directly from you about what is
at stake.

The Academy has put together an August Recess Memo which contains all the resources you
need to make the most of this critical window. View the memo here.

Why is advocacy important?
The Academy advocacy video features imaging researchers discussing the importance of their
research and the critical role of sustained federal investment in NIH research.

Please feel free to share this video!

MEDIA
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o How NIH Will End Dangerous Gain-of-Function Research (Opinion piece by NIH
Director Jay Bhattacharya)

e Release of the U.S. Government Policy for Stopping High-Risk Life Sciences
Research

e Stopgap Funding Bill Snagged Over Federal Grant Award Rules

e Inside the federal keyword lists that canceled billions in research funding
e NIH Funding Flows Slowly to Cancer Centers

e White House Calls for Science Funding Shake-Up
e How A.l. Will Reshape Radiologev—Without Replacing Radiologists

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding
opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most
recent.

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions,
connect with Olivia Nelson —we’d love to hear from you!
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