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Dear Academy friends,

THINGS TO KNOW
e Academy Updates: Distinguished Investigator Nominations are OPEN! Learn more
here.
e Senate continues to work to advance CR with language delaying implementation of
OMB proposed rule
e OMB Uniform Guidance: Please consider contacting your lawmakers to share your

submitted comments and concerns. Use this new tool from FASEB to quickly and easily
reach out.

e August Recess Memo: A guide to district meetings with your Members of Congress.
Click here to learn about ways to engage and prepare for meetings.

Key Dates

Aug. 19 NIH RFI on measuring and rewarding scientific impact closes
Aug. 19 Virtual Learning Lunch Series from Research!America. Register.
Sep. 4 Distinguished Investigator nominations due.

Council of Distinguished Investigators Nominations are Open!
The Council of Distinguished Investigators recognizes and celebrates the highest levels of

achievement in imaging research. Theawardis presented at a ceremony held during the annual
RSNA meeting.

This opportunity is open to all researchers whose institutions (i.e. academic departments,
societies, companies) are members of the Academy.

e C(lick here to access the website with essential information and nomination forms.

e Review eligibility and expectations before submitting.

e Nominations close September 4.




OMB Federal Grantmaking Rule

With their recess on the horizon, the Senate worked this week to advance their continuing
resolution (CR) that would fund the government through December 11. This CR also includes
language that would delay implementation ofthe OMB proposed rule. Once the CR moves out
ofthe Senate, it will moveto the House where it may receive pushback for a number ofreasons,
including the provision regarding the OMB proposed rule.

Check out this tool thatdisplays the makeup of the submitted comments on the OMB proposed

rule. It details the top concerns, form letters, and rule sections in a easy to understand
dashboard.

Academy Action: If you submitted comments on the proposed rule, we encourage you to share
them with your Members of Congress. They need to know more about the impact. Here’s a
template you can use when sharing your comments. Need contact information or have
questions? Please contact Olivia Nelson.

NIH Updates

Dr. Steven Quay Appointed to Lead NIAID

Dr. Quay was appointed by Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. to lead the NIAID. Dr. Quay is known for his criticisms of the scientific
community and Dr. Fauci. Read more here.

As the end of the fiscal year draws closer, health researchers are becoming more concerned that
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is off pace with grant allocations for FY 2026
(subscription required). At the end of the third fiscal quarter the NIH was down $2.3 billion in
dispersal of grants compared to the median third quarter pacing over the past five years. NIH
director, Jay Bhattacharya, has maintained confidence that the agency will move all allocated
funds out the door before the end of the fiscal year as the agency continues torely on the use of
multi-year funding.

Requests for Information
Measuring and Rewarding Scientific Impact (NOT-OD-26-087)
The request states that the NIH seeks to incentivize and reward rigorous research, and to align
its measures of success with its core mission of generating knowledge that enhances health,
lengthens life, and reduces illness and disability. NIH is engaging stakeholders in defining
indicators and incentives, such as:

e Rigor and Reproducibility.

e Data, Software, and Model Sharing.

e Training and Mentorship.

e Collaboration.




e Entrepreneurship and Translation.
e Foundational Scientific Exploration.
e Public Impact.

View the RFI here.
Comments are due August 19, 2026. Submit comments here.

NIH Resources
e Track NIH extramural funding here.
Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

[ ]

e Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

o Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC

Fact sheet aboutthe potential economic impact ofthe President’s FY2027 budgetrequest

**[f you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know.
The community is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.

Upcoming Virtual Opportunity from Research!America

From Bench to Impact: Learning Lunch Series

Session 2: Bridging Community and Research, Communicating Science Effectively
Wednesday, August 19, 12:30 pm ET

Register here.

In session two, you will hear from community organizers, public health professionals, and
researchers about how to communicate science to general audiences and collaborate with your
local community.

Early career scientists and student researchers in biomedical, public health, or other health and
science-related disciplines areinvited to attend, including undergraduates; including graduate
students in Master’s, PhD, MD, PharmD, or similar degree programs; recent graduates;
Postdocs/Fellows; and early-career employees.

Academy Updates

August Recess Memo

Every August, Members of Congress leave Washington and return home for their district work
period — commonly known as “August Recess.” This is one of the most accessible times of
year to sit face-to-face with your Representative or Senators, or their staff, outside the noise of
Capitol Hill. They are in your community, and they need to hear directly from you about what is
at stake.



The Academy has put together an August Recess Memo which contains all the resources you
need to make the most of this critical window. View the memo here.

Why is advocacy important?
The Academy advocacy video features imagingresearchers discussing the importance of their
research and the critical role of sustained federal investment in NIH research.

Please feel free to share this video!

MEDIA

“Controversial White House plan to overhaul US science funding faces Senate opposition”

“NIH Has Spent 69 Percent of Its Grants Budget”

“How Trump’s ‘America First’ Administration Could Shut U.S. Scientists Out of the Next
Nobel-Worthy Discovery”

“Physics PhDs Are Leaving the US at a Record-high Rate”

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding
opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most
recent.

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Y our support powers our advocacy efforts
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions,
connect with Olivia Nelson —we’d love to hear from you!




