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Dear Academy friends,

THINGS TO KNOW

e Agreement Between Department of Defense and NIH Sparks Concern. The
collaboration states that the aim is to develop medical countermeasures to various
threats but there is significant skepticism. Read more here.

e NIH RFI on changes to peer review scoring process closes on October 13", Read
more about the change here and comment here.

e Proposed OMB Rule: The House passed the Senate’s CR temporarily blocking the
proposed OMB rule and extending government funding until Dec. 11,

e Congratulations to the 2026-27 CECI? Class! We are looking forward to a great
year. View the announcement here.

Key Dates
Sep. 16 NIBIB Council Meeting from 9:00 am to 12:25 pm ET. Watch the
livestream here.
Sep. 19 Comments due on NIH RFI: Common Fund Soliciting Ideas for NIH-
wide Challenges and Opportunities.
Oct. 13 Comments due on NIH RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting
Outcomes from Peer Review.
Oct. 19 Comments due on NIH RFI on Draft Biosafety Policy for Research
Involving Biohazards.
NIH Updates

Agreement Between Department of Defense and NIH Sparks Concern

Last week, it was reported that the Department of Defense (DoD) and the NIH signed a
financial agreement that sparked significant concern among Democrats and the biomedical
community.

Here’s what to know about the agreement:
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https://videocast.nih.gov/watch/0c8f5512-91cd-11f1-82c0-124f0a52e769
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-RM-26-004.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-RM-26-004.html
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a2b1c22c3fcfda46e0badd2
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a2b1c22c3fcfda46e0badd2
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-112.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-112.html

e The agreement was signed in early August and expires in 2036.

e There is no stated dollar amount.

e [t aims to “support the advanced development of medical countermeasures against
pandemic influenza, chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) threats, and
emerging infectious diseases.”

o These are areas that the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID) focuses on.
e This agreement comes after the White House attempted to shrink NIAID’s budget.

Federal officials said this is a routine collaboration, but critics believe it is a way to divert
billions of dollars from NIAID. House Appropriations Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) explained
that this is a joint effort to fight biological pathogens. However, House Appropriations
Committee Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) cites it as a secretive attempt to siphon
money from NIH.

Read more about the agreement between the DoD and the NIH here.

Requests for Information

NOT-RM-26-004: NIH Common Fund is Soliciting Ideas for NIH-wide Challenges and
Opportunities

The NIH is requesting ideas for biomedical and behavioral research challenges and
opportunities that may be of interest to the Common Fund. These ideas may inform activities to
advance areas of science relevant to these challenges/opportunities, including, but not limited
to, scientific workshops, pilot initiatives, and/or future Common Fund programs.

To read more, click here.
To comment, click here.
Comments are due by September 19" at 11:59 pm ET.

NOT-OD-26-088: RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting Outcomes from NIH Peer
Review

On August 14", the NIH released an RFI that is sparking concern. Instead of providing a
numerical score for grant applications, the NIH wants to place applications into three impact
categories: “Most competitive”, “Competitive”, or “Not Discussed”. This change would keep
the actual scores hidden from applicants, making them only available to peer-review staff. This
alteration to the peer-review process raises questions about transparency and political influence
in a merit-based process.

To read more, click here.
To comment, click here.

Comments are due by October 13" at 11:59 pm ET.

NOT-OD-26-112: RFI on Draft NIH Biosafety Policy for Research Involving Biohazards
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This is a new policy that aims to modernize and strengthen biosafety practices to account for
evolving risks. This is part of NIH’s broader commitment to gold-standard science.

To read more, click here.
To comment, click here.
Comments are due by October 19,

NIBIB Holding Council Meeting in September

On September 16™ from 9:00 am to 12:25 pm ET, NIBIB will hold a council meeting. This is a
great way to learn about NIBIB priorities and opportunities.

Click here to view the agenda.

Click here for the livestream link.

NIH Resources

Track NIH extramural funding here.

Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC

e Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request

**[f you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know.
The community is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.

OMB Federal Grantmaking Rule

The House returned from August Recess and passed the Senate’s CR with a vote of 370-48. As
a reminder, the Senate’s CR includes language temporarily blocking the proposed OMB rule
and extending government funding through December 11", thereby avoiding a government
shutdown before the midterm elections. House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member
Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) has said she aims to block implementation of the proposed OMB rule
through future funding bills.

Check out this tool that displays the makeup of the released (not all the submitted) comments
on the OMB proposed rule. It details the top concerns, form letters, and rule sections in an easy-
to-understand dashboard. Keep in mind that over 500k comments were submitted, but only a
portion of them have been released and are therefore available for analysis.

Academy Action: If you submitted comments on the proposed rule, share them with your
Members of Congress via email. They need to know more about the impact. Here’s a template
you can use when sharing your comments. Need contact information or have questions? Please
contact Olivia Nelson.

Academy Updates

Congratulations to the 2026-27 CECI? Class!
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Join us in welcoming our newest class of the Academy’s Council of Early-Career Investigators
in Imaging (CECI?). This year, academic radiology departments, imaging societies, and industry
partners nominated 40 investigators. This is a great opportunity to engage early-career
individuals in our advocacy for medical imaging research. In Spring 2027, this CECI2 class will
have the opportunity to participate in the Academy’s Spring Events & Meetings, where they
will meet with their Members of Congress and present their research at the Medical Imaging
Technology Showcase (MedTech27).

We are looking forward to a great year of advocacy and education!

View the announcement here.
Learn more about the CECI? program here.

Why is advocacy important?
The Academy advocacy video features imaging researchers discussing the importance of their
research and the critical role of sustained federal investment in NIH research.

Please feel free to share this video!

MEDIA

“US cancer institute director counters gloomy forecast”

“Revealed: inside the US military’s plan to tap huge sums from the NIH”

“Pentagon Agreement With NIH on Biodefense Draws Alarm from Democrats”

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and funding
opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including our most
recent.

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions,
connect with Olivia Nelson —we’d love to hear from you!
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