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Dear Academy friends,

It appears the House is taking the “campaign early, legislate later” approach this fall. They
adjourned until after the midterm elections, canceling six weeks of voting and adding to their
impressive accumulation of 63 recess days. Unfortunately, the policy challenges facing the
imaging community, and the decisions that affect science, research, and innovation, aren’t
taking time off. The Senate is expected to stay in session until October 2™, There are
roadblocks preventing the Senate Appropriations Committee from releasing the text of their
appropriations bills, as leadership is at odds over topline numbers for the funding bills.

THINGS TO KNOW

Congratulations to the 2026-27 CECI? Class! We are looking forward to a great
year. View the announcement here.

Researchers filed First Amendment challenge to NIH Grant Screening. The
lawsuit argues that screening for keywords violates free speech. Read more here.
NIBIB Held an Advisory Council Meeting on Wednesday. The recording will be
posted here soon.

NIH RFI on changes to peer review scoring process closes on October 13", Read
more about the change here and comment here.

Proposed OMB Rule: The House passed the Senate’s CR temporarily blocking the
proposed OMB rule and extending government funding until Dec. 11%,

Key Dates
Sep. 19 Comments due on NIH RFI: Common Fund Soliciting Ideas for NIH-
wide Challenges and Opportunities.
Oct. 13 Comments due on NIH RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting
Outcomes from Peer Review.
Oct. 19 Comments due on NIH RFI on Draft Biosafety Policy for Research
Involving Biohazards.

Academy Updates



https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Academy-2026-27-CECI2-Class-Announcement.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Researchers-sue-NIH-for-violating-First-Amendment-rights-_-STAT.pdf
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http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Science-NIH-plan-to-keep-peer-review-scores-for-grants-secret-draws-concern.pdf
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Congratulations to the 2026-27 CECI? Class!

Join us in welcoming our newest class of the Academy’s Council of Early-Career Investigators
in Imaging (CECI?). Made up of 41 investigators nominated by academic radiology
departments, imaging societies, and industry partners, this is one of our biggest classes to date.
This is a great opportunity to engage early-career individuals in our advocacy for medical
imaging research. In Spring 2027, this CECI? class will have the opportunity to participate in
the Academy’s Spring Events & Meetings, where they will meet with their Members of
Congress and present their research at the Medical Imaging Technology Showcase
(MedTech27).

We are looking forward to a great year of advocacy and education!

View the announcement here.
Learn more about the CECI? program here.

NIH Updates

Researchers file First Amendment challenge to NIH Grant Screening.

On Wednesday, researchers filed a lawsuit, arguing that the NIH is infringing on free speech by
screening for keywords when making funding decisions. The keywords are generally terms the
Trump administration feels do not align with its priorities. Researchers explained the negative
impacts they’ve faced so far. They’ve shared their experiences with grant terminations and the
struggle to resecure funding. They also raised concerns about how keyword screening will
affect the research itself. Some worry that the screening will undermine research and force
researchers to adjust their work and remove terms to maintain funding. This case was filed as a
class action lawsuit, meaning that the decision will extend beyond the plaintiffs to any affected
researcher. Read more here.

NIBIB Advisory Council Meeting

The NIBIB held an advisory council meeting on Wednesday. This meeting discussed the federal
funding environment, NIBIB’s role across NIH, the proposed changes to peer review, upcoming
opportunities, and more. A recording of the council meeting will be posted here soon.

Click here to view the agenda.

Requests for Information

NOT-RM-26-004: NIH Common Fund is Soliciting Ideas for NIH-wide Challenges and
Opportunities

The NIH is requesting ideas for biomedical and behavioral research challenges and
opportunities that may be of interest to the Common Fund. These ideas may inform activities to
advance areas of science relevant to these challenges/opportunities, including, but not limited
to, scientific workshops, pilot initiatives, and/or future Common Fund programs.

To read more, click here.
To comment, click here.
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Comments are due by September 19" at 11:59 pm ET.

NOT-0OD-26-088: RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting Outcomes from NIH Peer
Review

On August 14", the NIH released an RF]I that is sparking concern. Instead of providing a
numerical score for grant applications, the NIH wants to place applications into three impact
categories: “Most competitive”, “Competitive”, or “Not Discussed”. This change would keep
the actual scores hidden from applicants, making them only available to peer-review staff. This
alteration to the peer-review process raises questions about transparency and political influence
in a merit-based process.

To read more, click here.
To comment, click here.
Comments are due by October 13" at 11:59 pm ET.

NOT-0D-26-112: RFI on Draft NIH Biosafety Policy for Research Involving Biohazards
This is a new policy that aims to modernize and strengthen biosafety practices to account for
evolving risks. This is part of NIH’s broader commitment to gold-standard science.

To read more, click here.
To comment, click here.
Comments are due by October 19",

NIH Resources

Track NIH extramural funding here.

Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month

Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC

e Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request

**If you are expecting funding and have not received a response, let us know.
The community is tracking these experiences, and reports can be shared confidentially.

OMB Federal Grantmaking Rule

After the House returned from recess, they passed the Senate’s CR, temporarily blocking the
proposed OMB rule and extending government funding through December 11,

Check out this tool that displays the makeup of the released (not all the submitted) comments
on the OMB proposed rule. It details the top concerns, form letters, and rule sections in an easy-
to-understand dashboard. Keep in mind that over 500k comments were submitted, but only a
portion of them have been released and are therefore available for analysis.

Academy Action: If you submitted comments on the proposed rule, share them with your
Members of Congress via email. They need to know more about the impact. Here’s a template
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you can use when sharing your comments. Need contact information or have questions? Please
contact Olivia Nelson.

MEDIA

“Businesses can now apply for NIH funding”

“House Science Republicans send letter to DOE, NIH, and NSF asking about biotechnology”

“Researchers Accuse NIH of Viewpoint Discrimination in New Class Action Lawsuit”

"Researchers file First Amendment challenge to NIH erant screening"

“Top Scientists Lead Growing Exodus of Chinese Academics From U.S.”

Why is advocacy important?
The Academy advocacy video features imaging researchers discussing the importance of their
research and the critical role of sustained federal investment in NIH research.

Please feel free to share this video!

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and

funding opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including
our most recent.

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts
and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions,
connect with Olivia Nelson —we’d love to hear from you!
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