
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMY UPDATE 

Policy and Legislative Briefing 
September 25, 2026 

 
 
Dear Academy friends,  
 

THINGS TO KNOW  

• White House Backtracks on Plan to Exert New Control Over NIH Grants. The 
President’s executive order request faced bipartisan backlash. Read more here.  

• NIH RFI on changes to peer review scoring process closes on October 13th. Read 
more about the change here and comment here. 

• Proposed OMB Rule: The House passed the Senate’s CR temporarily blocking the 
proposed OMB rule and extending government funding until Dec. 11th. 

• Dr. Mitchell Schnall was announced as the Academy’s 2026 Gold Medal 
Recipient. Join us in honoring Dr. Schnall at RSNA 2026. Read more here.  

• Congratulations to the 2026-27 CECI2 Class! We are looking forward to a great 
year. View the announcement here.    

 
Key Dates 
Oct. 13 Comments due on NIH RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting 

Outcomes from Peer Review. 
Oct. 19 Comments due on NIH RFI on Draft Biosafety Policy for Research 

Involving Biohazards. 
 
NIH Updates 
White House Backtracks on Plan to Exert New Control Over NIH Grants 
At the end of last week, at a White House meeting, the OMB intended to draft an executive 
order (EO) that would create a board of political appointees that would have deciding power 
over all NIH grants. Grant awards would require unanimous approval from this board to move 
forward. The Trump administration has backed off this effort after receiving intense bipartisan 
backlash. Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Susan Collins (R-ME) and Senate 
Appropriations Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) both expressed concerns about the 
EO’s impact on the grantmaking process. Senator Collins sent a letter to Vought and 
Bhattacharya explaining that the EO would undermine research and the recently passed CR 
provision temporarily blocking the proposed OMB rule. Senator Murray shared a similar 
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sentiment and called for lawmakers to codify language that would prevent the politicization of 
the grantmaking process. 
 
While it seems this EO will not be signed, that does not mean they will not pursue similar 
efforts to politicize grantmaking.  
 
Read more here. Additional articles on this topic appear in the media section below.  

Note: In 2025 alone, NIH reviewed over 62,000 grant applications. Of the 62,000 grants 
applications in 2025, NIH funded $8,061 (approximately 13%). https://grants.nih.gov/news-
events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2026/03/fiscal-year-2025-by-the-numbers-extramural-grant-
investments-in-research 

NIBIB Advisory Council Meeting  
The NIBIB held an advisory council meeting on Wednesday, September 16th. This meeting 
discussed the federal funding environment, NIBIB’s role across NIH, the proposed changes to 
peer review, upcoming opportunities, and more. A recording of the council meeting will be 
posted here soon. Click here to view the agenda.  
 
Requests for Information  
NOT-OD-26-088: RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting Outcomes from NIH Peer 
Review 
On August 14th, the NIH released an RFI that is sparking concern. Instead of providing a 
numerical score for grant applications, the NIH wants to place applications into three impact 
categories: “Most competitive”, “Competitive”, or “Not Discussed”. This change would keep 
the actual scores hidden from applicants, making them only available to peer-review staff. This 
alteration to the peer-review process raises questions about transparency and political influence 
in a merit-based process.  
 
To read more, click here.  
To comment, click here.  
Comments are due by October 13th at 11:59 pm ET.  
 
NOT-OD-26-112: RFI on Draft NIH Biosafety Policy for Research Involving Biohazards 
This is a new policy that aims to modernize and strengthen biosafety practices to account for 
evolving risks. This is part of NIH’s broader commitment to gold-standard science.  
 
To read more, click here. 
To comment, click here.  
Comments are due by October 19th. 
 
Notices 
NOT-OD-26-114: Continuation of Modifications to Peer Review Practices  
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Following the lapse of appropriations in 2025, the NIH made modifications to their peer review 
practices to account for the large volume of peer review meetings that had been missed. This 
notice covers the modifications that will remain in place for the January 2027 Advisory 
Council. Read the notice here.  
 
NIH makes major investments to advance human-based research infrastructure and 
technologies  
The NIH announced five initiatives that aim to push biomedical research beyond animal model 
use. The goal is to make research faster, more predictive, and more directly relevant to human 
health. Read the notice here.   
 
NIH Resources 

• Track NIH extramural funding (updated September 21), here.  
• Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 
• Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 
• Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC 
• Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request 

 
OMB Federal Grantmaking Rule 
After the House returned from recess, they passed the Senate’s CR, temporarily blocking the 
proposed OMB rule and extending government funding through December 11th.  
 
Check out this tool that displays the makeup of the released (not all the submitted) comments 
on the OMB proposed rule. It details the top concerns, form letters, and rule sections in an easy-
to-understand dashboard. Keep in mind that over 500k comments were submitted, but only a 
portion of them have been released and are therefore available for analysis. 
 
Academy Action: If you submitted comments on the proposed rule, share them with your 
Members of Congress via email. They need to know more about the impact. Here’s a template 
you can use when sharing your comments. Need contact information or have questions? Please 
contact Olivia Nelson. 
 
Academy Updates 
The Academy’s 2026 Gold Medal Recipient: Mitchell D. Schnall, MD, PhD 
Established in 2014, the Academy Gold Medal recognizes extraordinary contributions to 
advancing imaging and radiology research, honoring those who have raised the profile of 
imaging research and encouraged future efforts toward medical advances. Dr. Schnall has been 
a long-committed advocate and voice for imaging research since the early days of the Academy, 
championing the imaging science field and driving cutting-edge advancements. Read the full 
announcement here. 
 
Join us at RSNA 2026 to honor Dr. Schnall and the 2026 Academy Class of Distinguished 
Investigators! The Academy will host a special ceremony and reception from 3:00-5:00 pm CT 
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on Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2026, in Chicago. (room TBD). You do not have to be registered for RSNA 
to attend.  
 
Congratulations & Welcome to the 2026-27 CECI2 Class! 
Join us in welcoming our newest class of the Academy’s Council of Early-Career Investigators 
in Imaging (CECI2). Made up of 41 investigators nominated by academic radiology 
departments, imaging societies, and industry partners, this is one of our biggest classes to date. 
This is a great opportunity to engage early-career individuals in our advocacy for medical 
imaging research. In Spring 2027, this CECI2 class will have the opportunity to participate in 
the Academy’s Spring Events & Meetings, where they will meet with their Members of 
Congress and present their research at the Medical Imaging Technology Showcase 
(MedTech27).  
 
We are looking forward to a great year of advocacy and education!  
View the announcement here.  
Learn more about the CECI2 program here.  
 
MEDIA 
 
“The NIH budget should be $100 billion per year” 
 
“White House move to seize control of NIH grant decisions upsets senators and scientists” 
 
“White House plan to increase control of NIH grants appears ‘dead’” 
 
“The Cost of Cutting American Science: How Federal Cuts Diminish Public Health Capacity” 
 
“Scientific research is an economic blessing. Keep Trump cronyism out. (Opinion)”  
 
“In radiology, AI is blurring the line between technology development and clinical practice” 
 
Why is advocacy important?  
The Academy advocacy video features imaging researchers discussing the importance of their 
research and the critical role of sustained federal investment in NIH research.  
 
Please feel free to share this video! 
 
Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and 
funding opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including 
our most recent.   
 
Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t 
yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts 
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and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy 
in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions, 
connect with Olivia Nelson  —we’d love to hear from you!  
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