
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMY UPDATE 

Policy and Legislative Briefing 
October 2, 2026 

 

Dear Academy friends,  

 
THINGS TO KNOW  

• Congratulations to the 2026 Council of Distinguished Investigators! 55 

investigators have been selected for this prestigious honor. View the announcement 

here.   

• Pocket rescission! Does not impact NIH, but it does impact AHRQ.   

• NIH awarded all its FY26 grant funding. However, concerns about the funding 

process remain. Read more here.   

• How NIH research funding has been reshaped under the Trump administration. 

A recent NPR article examined changes over the past couple of years. Read more here.  

• NIH RFI on changes to peer review scoring process closes on October 13th. Read 

more about the change here and comment here. 

• Proposed OMB Rule: The House passed the Senate’s CR temporarily blocking the 

proposed OMB rule and extending government funding until Dec. 11th. 

 

Key Dates 

Oct. 13 Comments due on NIH RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting 

Outcomes from Peer Review. 

Oct. 19 Comments due on NIH RFI on Draft Biosafety Policy for Research 

Involving Biohazards. 

 

Academy Updates 

Congratulations to the 2026 Council of Distinguished Investigators!  
We are pleased to announce that 55 investigators have been selected to receive the Academy’s 

2026 Distinguished Investigator (DI) Award. This prestigious honor recognizes outstanding 

contributions to medical imaging. Nine of this year’s DIs are alum members of the Academy’s 

Council of Early Career Investigators in Imaging (CECI2), underscoring the importance of 

recognizing, encouraging, and supporting the accomplishments of early-career investigators. 

Read the announcement here.  

 

https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Academy-2026-Distinguished-Investigator-Announcement.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Analyzing-FY-2026-NIH-grants-budget-spent-but-uncertainty-lingers-STAT.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2026/09/24/nx-s1-5931971/trump-nih-science-funding-disruptions-charts
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Science-NIH-plan-to-keep-peer-review-scores-for-grants-secret-draws-concern.pdf
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a2b1c22c3fcfda46e0badd2
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a2b1c22c3fcfda46e0badd2
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a2b1c22c3fcfda46e0badd2
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-112.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-112.html
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Academy-2026-Distinguished-Investigator-Announcement.pdf


The Academy’s 2026 Gold Medal Recipient: Mitchell D. Schnall, MD, PhD 
Established in 2014, the Academy Gold Medal recognizes extraordinary contributions to 

advancing imaging and radiology research, honoring those who have raised the profile of 

imaging research and encouraged future efforts toward medical advances. Dr. Schnall has been 

a long-committed advocate and voice for imaging research since the early days of the Academy, 

championing the imaging science field and driving cutting-edge advancements. Read the full 

announcement here. 

 

Join us at RSNA 2026 to honor Dr. Schnall and the 2026 Academy Council of 

Distinguished Investigators!  

The Academy will host a special ceremony and reception at the McCormick Place Convention 

Center in Chicago, IL. It will be held from 3:00-5:00 pm CT on Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2026, in room 

S105BC. You do not have to be registered for RSNA to attend.  

 

NIH Updates 

NIH awarded all its grant funding  
FY26 ended on Wednesday, and despite a slow start, the NIH spent its entire external grants 

budget. While this is good news, concerns remain about the funding process itself. A slower, 

more opaque funding process has created uncertainty among researchers and impacted their 

ability to conduct innovative science. To read more about the FY26 NIH funding landscape, 

click here.  

 

How NIH research funding has been reshaped under the Trump 

administration 
A recent NPR article examined how NIH funding changed under the Trump administration. The 

article's history provides context that may help readers better understand more recent efforts to 

politicize science, like the proposed OMB rule or the attempt to craft an EO to create a grant 

review board. The changes discussed in the article include: 

 

1. The Trump administration’s FY26 budget request for NIH was 41% less than 

Congress’s FY25 budget. Trump asked for $27.9 billion for NIH, but Congress 

maintained support for the agency by allocating $47.5 billion.  

2. The rate at which appropriated funds are disseminated slowed in 2025 and 2026. As 

of July 2026, the NIH had obligated only about half of its budget.  

3. In 2025, NIH renewals began arriving late. Delays in long-term grant renewals have 

created staffing and continuity challenges for research teams. 

4. Some specific research areas have seen NIH funding decrease. Projects focused on 

racial and ethnic minority research are seeing less support.  

5. The NIH training pipeline was disrupted. Training grants have faced delays, 

potentially affecting the next generation of scientists and discouraging future careers in 

academia.  

 

https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Academy-Fall-2026-Gold-Medal-Announcement.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Analyzing-FY-2026-NIH-grants-budget-spent-but-uncertainty-lingers-STAT.pdf


To read more and view graphs that illustrate NIH research funding under the Trump 

administration, click here.    

 

Pocket Recission: 
Last weekend, President Trump targeted $810 million in federal funding for cancellation 

through a “pocket rescission” a maneuver that could allow funds to expire before Congress has 

time to review the request. Among the cuts was $28 million for the Agency for Healthcare 

Research and Quality (AHRQ), which has already faced proposed elimination, grant 

cancellations, and staffing reductions. Congressional leaders from both parties have criticized 

the move and are considering legislation to prevent future pocket rescissions. Senate Democrats 

also attempted to block the cuts and prevent similar actions within 90 days of a program’s 

funding expiration, but the effort was blocked. With Congress now leaving Washington for the 

elections, the issue will likely carry into the next legislative session. 

 

R01 Funding Rate Data: Encouraging Early-Stage Investigators to Pursue 

Larger Awards  
A recent NIH blog post discussed R01 versus R21 awards for early-career investigators. The 

post explained that early-stage individuals may pursue smaller or shorter R21 awards because 

they feel they’re more likely to receive funding. However, the post suggests that when the 

science, scope, and eligibility requirements align, the NIH strongly encourages early-stage 

investigators to pursue R01 awards. The post shares data from FY21 through FY24, illustrating 

the funding success early-stage investigators have had. To read the blog post, click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIBIB Advisory Council Meeting  
The NIBIB held an advisory council meeting on Wednesday, September 16th. This meeting 

discussed the federal funding environment, NIBIB’s role across NIH, the proposed changes to 

peer review, upcoming opportunities, and more. A recording of the council meeting has been 

posted. View the recording here. Click here to view the agenda.  

 

https://www.npr.org/2026/09/24/nx-s1-5931971/trump-nih-science-funding-disruptions-charts
https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2026/09/funding-rate-data-for-r01-equivalent-and-r21-awards-by-career-stage-encouraging-early-stage-investigators-to-pursue-larger-awards
https://videocast.nih.gov/watch/0c8f5512-91cd-11f1-82c0-124f0a52e769
https://www.nibib.nih.gov/about-nibib/advisory-council/agenda-september-2026


Requests for Information  
NOT-OD-26-088: RFI on Proposed Changes to Reporting Outcomes from NIH Peer 

Review 

On August 14th, the NIH released an RFI that is sparking concern. Instead of providing a 

numerical score for grant applications, the NIH wants to place applications into three impact 

categories: “Most competitive”, “Competitive”, or “Not Discussed”. This change would keep 

the actual scores hidden from applicants, making them only available to peer-review staff. This 

alteration to the peer-review process raises questions about transparency and political influence 

in a merit-based process.  

 

To read more, click here.  

To comment, click here.  

Comments are due by October 13th at 11:59 pm ET.  

 

NOT-OD-26-112: RFI on Draft NIH Biosafety Policy for Research Involving Biohazards 

This is a new policy that aims to modernize and strengthen biosafety practices to account for 

evolving risks. This is part of NIH’s broader commitment to gold-standard science.  

 

To read more, click here. 

To comment, click here.  

Comments are due by October 19th. 

 

NIH Resources 
• Track NIH extramural funding (updated September 21), here.  

• Number of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 

• Value of NIH Extramural Awards by Awarded Month 

• Additional details on Active Funding by State and Active Projects by IC 

• Fact sheet about the potential economic impact of the President’s FY2027 budget request 

 

OMB Federal Grantmaking Rule 

After the House returned from recess, they passed the Senate’s CR, temporarily blocking the 

proposed OMB rule and extending government funding through December 11th.  

 

Check out this tool that displays the makeup of the released (not all the submitted) comments 

on the OMB proposed rule. It details the top concerns, form letters, and rule sections in an easy-

to-understand dashboard. Keep in mind that over 500k comments were submitted, but only a 

portion of them have been released and are therefore available for analysis. 

 

Academy Action: If you submitted comments on the proposed rule, share them with your 

Members of Congress via email. They need to know more about the impact. Here’s a template 

you can use when sharing your comments. Need contact information or have questions? Please 

contact Olivia Nelson. 

 

http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Science-NIH-plan-to-keep-peer-review-scores-for-grants-secret-draws-concern.pdf
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a2b1c22c3fcfda46e0badd2
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-112.html
https://osp.od.nih.gov/comment-form-draft-nih-biosafety-policy-for-research-involving-biohazards/
https://www.aamc.org/about-us/biomedical-research/publication/tracking-nih-funding?sm_guid=OTU3ODE1fDIyNzE3MDkwfC0xfHJjcnVlYUBhY2FkcmFkLm9yZ3w4NjYyMzQ3fHwwfDB8MzExNzE1NDk5fDk1M3wwfDB8fDk2MDM5Nnww0
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/400
https://report.nih.gov/nihdatabook/report/401
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/reports/the-economic-impact-of-proposed-cuts-to-the-nih-budget/
https://omb-financial-assistance-comments.netlify.app/
http://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/MOC-Email-Template.docx
mailto:onelson@ACADRAD.org


 

MEDIA 

 

“How Can I Gain Peer Review Experience as an Early Career Researcher?”  

 

“I’m a Republican senator. America needs more science, not less.”  

 

“NIH Plans $174M for Research Replicability, Reproducibility”  

 

Why is advocacy important?  
The Academy advocacy video features imaging researchers discussing the importance of their 

research and the critical role of sustained federal investment in NIH research.  

 

Please feel free to share this video! 

 

Academy “Funding, Facts, and Follow Up” Emails. Monthly updates and 

funding opportunities: Click here to access an archive of the emails we send out, including 

our most recent.   

 

Thank you for following these Academy updates! If your department, society, or company isn’t 

yet a supporting Member, now is a great time to join. Your support powers our advocacy efforts 

and helps advance the interests of our entire community. Discover The Value of the Academy 

in this short clip and explore our membership [here]. For personalized guidance or questions, 

connect with Olivia Nelson  —we’d love to hear from you!  

 
 

https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2026/09/how-can-i-gain-peer-review-experience-as-an-early-career-researcher
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Opinion-_-Sen.-Dave-McCormick_-NIH-research-needs-more-reform-and-investment-The-Washington-Post.pdf
https://www.acadrad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/NIH-Launches-174M-Replicability-Reproducibility-Initiatives.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oWwUDtRAl0
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/broadcasts.php?c_id=938175
https://www.acadrad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdxOYKsQ4io
https://www.acadrad.org/academymembership/
mailto:onelson@acadrad.org

